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Introduction

One of the fundamental and essential features distinguishing Imam Khomeini’s
movement from other revolutions worldwide is its spirituality. A brief examination of
significant historical revolutions such as the French Revolution, the Russian socialist
workers’ revolution, the Indian cultural revolution, and others that have occurred in
recent centuries, compared with Imam Khomeini’s movement in Iran, clearly reveals
this distinction. The founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, inspired by the path and
method of divine messengers and pioneering guides, in response to the crisis of
spirituality, the spread of corruption, and the necessities of the time, combined
spirituality and politics in the struggle and establishment of the revolution. He offered
a path to those lost and disillusioned by materialistic and atheistic schools, overturning
political and military equations with empty hands and without reliance on material
powers. He created a monumental transformation in the world, defeating a heavily
armed enemy supported by great powers, establishing a system based on lofty spiritual
values, and opening a new path for freedom-seekers and justice-seekers worldwide.

Given the recognition of the interaction between intellectual and cultural concepts and
social, political, and artistic domains, this study examines Imam Khomeini’s mysticism
and its reflection in the social posters of the 1980s.

A review of previous research indicates that no independent study has yet been
conducted specifically on this topic. However, some studies have addressed ethics in
Imam Khomeini’s thought. For example, Ahl-e Sarmadi (2010) in “Re-examining the
Theoretical Foundations of Ethics in Imam Khomeini’s Thought” discusses the human
being’s conscious or unconscious pursuit of closeness to God, the sole desire of human
nature. In this view, all human actions that assist in achieving this noble goal possess
ethical value, while those that divert one from it are ethically blameworthy. Rahbar and
Kiani Shahvandi (2017), in their article “Examining Five Ethical Indicators in Imam
Khomeini’s Thought and Practice,” note that according to all who knew Imam
Khomeini, no aspect of his life was devoid of ethical values; his adherence to ethical
principles was exemplary, and his actions confirmed his words. His political conduct,
especially, proved beyond doubt that through self-purification and ethical cultivation,
one can always manifest a divine human being and act ethically in all spheres.

Despite these contributions, the specific issue addressed in this study-ethical values
centered on Imam Khomeini’s mysticism and their reflection in 1980s social posters-
has not been explored. Therefore, this research, employing descriptive-analytical
methods and relying on library resources, investigates the ethics and mysticism of Imam
Khomeini and their manifestation in the social posters of the 1980s.
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Conclusion

The innate and sincere human inclination toward perfection and spirituality, coupled
with centuries of estrangement from this natural disposition and its lofty tendencies, has
made humanity aware of a profound existential void. Alongside scientific and
technological advancements and the achievement of economic comfort and natural life,
humans have sought their fundamental lost essence and lasting tranquility. This is
indeed a highly commendable approach. The occurrence of the Islamic Revolution in
Iran and the consequent transformation of the philosophical, political, and social
equations of the new world, as well as the profound influence of the thoughts, states,
and spirit of the great architect of the sacred Islamic Republic system, became a catalyst
for such an inclination and approach to actualize among societies-ranging from elites
and middle classes to especially the youth of the global community. This movement
aimed to realize the pure Islam once again, reclaim intellectual, cultural, spiritual
leadership and religious authority, and subsequently conquer the social management of
the international community. Meanwhile, the doctrine of liberal democracy,
materialistic-liberal theories, and secularist political thought began to decline and wane,
compelling the leaders of the dominant powers to attempt to cover the spiritual voids
and intellectual-spiritual needs of societies, particularly the youth, in the modern and
postmodern world.

Accordingly, they resorted to fabricating secular spiritualities, pseudo-mysticism, and
traditionalism devoid of rationality and justice-seeking, engaging in sectarianism and
the proliferation of various movements to falsely saturate the genuine thirst and need
through counterfeit and deceptive spiritual formulas. Their goal was to preserve the
secular-liberal system. In fact, they launched a fierce, culturally meaning-oriented
NATO-like attack. This article addresses the various emerging spiritualities, pseudo-
mysticisms, strategies to distinguish genuine mysticism from falsehood, and the origins
and spread of deceptive meaning-seeking. The outcome is that the epistemological,
sociological, psychological, and subsequently political-economic foundations of false
mysticism must be understood. By offering genuine spirituality, ethics, mysticism, and
spiritual wayfaring, grounded in religious knowledge, sound beliefs, authentic and
effective rulings and wisdom, and expressed in a contemporary language oriented
toward the new spiritual and psychological needs of society-especially the youth-this
research aims to shield and immunize them against the cultural assault and NATO-like
soft war imposed by the dominant powers.

Imam Khomeini (may God sanctify his soul), with his comprehensive vision and unique
insight into human beings, their existential dimensions, and needs, and with a profound
understanding of humanity’s ailments in his era, emerged like a skilled physician to the
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field and sought to cure the afflictions and diseases through his revolutionary and
reformist movement. Although he recognized a superior power in the world, this power
was in the name of God, to whom all powers, capabilities, and everything that exists are
subject. Believing that Islam is a religion of human development through which one can
attain human values and divine virtues, he brought God and religion to the forefront of
global political and social equations. He exposed the inefficacy of espionage capitals,
sinister intelligence apparatuses, and other such forces, showing all freedom-seekers
worldwide-and especially Muslims-the path out of crises and social disorders. He taught
them that by relying on God, spirituality, and firm resolve, one can triumph over the
palaces of oppression and achieve great successes.

From the beginning of the revolution to the victory and establishment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, he harnessed this spiritual power to organize human life in the eyes of
the world and made it clear to all that power does not reside in the vast capitals of the
West nor in the massive weapons of the East, but rather in faith in God and spirituality.
As it is said, “Indeed, all honor belongs to God.” An examination of these cultural
concepts in the arts, particularly in the social posters of the 1980s, reveals the prominent
role these issues played in the artistic and cultural landscape of that period.
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