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abstract

This research seeks to analyze the novel "Wounded Night" from the perspective
of critical stylistics and to answer the question of how one can achieve the
hidden ideology of text using specific stylistic components.In this article, the
novel was considered by descriptive -analytical method based on critical
stylistics. after examining the outer layer and situations of the text, components
such as: focalistic and focalistic, continuity of focalization, frequency and long,
extent of place and time, as well as lexical, syntactic and rhetorical wisdom,
under two narrative and textual metropolis were examined. The purpose of this
research is to show how language can reproduce ideology and social concepts
and guide the reader to a deeper interpretation of the novel. The results of the
research indicate that there is a deep opposition between the ideology of
"struggle™ and the ideology of "dictatorship”. The hidden ideology of the novel,
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on the one hand, shows the suppression of the struggle by the ruling system,
and on the other hand, the inaction and protest of the fighters against the tyranny
of the ruling power. The language of the novel has been able to reproduce the
mentioned ideologies in the novel. Therefore, the ideological gap has had a
significant impact on different layers of the language.

Keywords: Critical Stylistics, Power, Ideology, Wounded Night.

Examining the Stylistic Features of the Novel "*"Wounded
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with a Critical Stylistics Approach

Detailed abstract
Critical stylistics is a new branch of stylistics that analyzes texts based on new
components and examines how social concepts are formed in the language of
the work. The two keywords "ideology" and "power" are important concepts in
critical stylistics. Ideology refers to a set of beliefs and attitudes that underlie
social relations and justify social dominance. Power is also related to the ability
to exercise will in social relationships and leads to changing the behavior of
others.

In the context of the continuity of focalization, the novel shows the use of the
"variable" focalization method. That is, the focalization between the narrator
and other characters is floating. As in the first three chapters of the novel,
Asghar zahhak is the main focal point. But from the beginning of the fourth
chapter onwards, Mohsen Maleki and other characters of the novel enter the
narrative text by expressing their history of struggle as other main focal points.
This feature provides an opportunity for the author to get different perspectives
from a single incident.

In the perceptual aspect of the novel, two important categories "time" and
"place" are examined. In the topic of time, "time loss" and "temporal failure"
are distinct features of the novel. The chronological sequence of events in this
novel is not followed; The present time is considered as the basic time of the
narration, but all the events that are told from Asghar Zahhak's point of view
belong to the past times. The events of the story at this level also show two
different time levels: the recent past and the distant past.



In terms of frequency and delay, the novel covers a short period of time from
the release of political prisoners and the victory of the Islamic Revolution to the
arrest of Dahhak in the recent past. A significant volume of the novel is
dedicated to this time level and the political activities of the fighters. Therefore,
the narrator's focus on these issues has made the aforementioned events stand
out both in terms of frequency and the amount of dedicated text (Delay).

The noteworthy point in the comparison of the narrative acceleration of the two
time layers of the novel is that despite the focus of the authors on the events of
the distant past and dedicating a significant amount of text to it, the extent of
this time level is such that it can be said that this time period has a positive
acceleration and at the point On the contrary, the level of the recent past is
quoted with negative momentum.

Examining the spatial extent also shows the moving spatial position. But the
founders paid attention to the places with less detail and with a macro view, and
this feature is compatible with the life of the fighters with fear and anxiety, as
well as the turbulent and restless life of Zahhak.

Ideologically, the novel deals with the confrontation of two ideologies
"struggle” and "dictatorship”. Dictatorship ideology is represented by SAVAK
forces and representatives like Asghar Zahhak. The ideology of struggle is
divided into two categories: "religious nationalism™ and "non-religious
nationalism”. SAVAK strongly opposes any new ideas and considers the
opposition to be "subversive", accordingly, it uses repressive methods such as
torture and threats to maintain power. On the other hand, the struggle discourse
thinks about change and revolution, and its representatives become national
heroes by standing against oppression. Also, the religious national branch of
this discourse has distinctions between religion and religion in practice, which
remains in the conditions of repression and rejects the justification of using any
means in the struggle.Finally, the victory of the Islamic Revolution indicates
the transfer of power from the dictatorship to the people and the overcoming of
the religious national ideology.

From the point of view of validity, the interrogators' imperative sentences show
high power and certainty. This type of sentences obliges the audience to accept
the principles of opinion, but on the other hand, the fighters have been able to
use language as a tool against the ruling power by taking a firm stance.
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At the rhetorical level, the author has been able to reflect the anger and disgust
of both sides of the discourse with the effective use of multiple literary
techniques in the novel.

Polarity is also an important concept in the ideology analysis of the text, which
refers to the positive or negative validity of statements. The negative pole of the
novel is visible in things like the words of the prisoners in the interrogation
sessions, the profanity of the interrogators, and the description of the
inappropriate condition of the cells. Also, the unfavorable economic and
cultural environment, such as financial poverty and preventing Mohsen's father
from going to high school, are among the negative factors. These problems
cause the disappearance of Islamic values and the tendency of some people to
the People’'s Mojahedin Organization. Finally, the lack of an effective
information and security system allows people like Asghar Zahhak to approach
prisoners and extract their confessions with fake identities.

In the lexical layer, some words are used in two different discourses, in different
meanings, with positive and negative connotations. The high frequency of
swear words in the speech of the ruling class indicates tyranny and oppression.
The use of slang words in the discourse of the struggle increases the intimacy
and identification of the reader.
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