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Two Corrections in Athar al-Bagiya by Abu Rayhan al-Birani
Sayyed Ahmad-Reza Qaem-Maqami
Abstract: This brief note presents the correction of two terms found in Aba Rayhan al-Birant’s Athar al-Baqiya. The
first is the phrase malek ‘awalim al-nar ("sovereignty of the realms of light") in al-Biranf’s report on the Manichaeans,
which should correctly read malik ‘awalim al-nir ("king of the realms of light"). The second is the place name Dinar

Razi, mentioned as lying between Khurasan and Gurgan, which is correctly identified as Dinarzart.

Keywords: Athar al-Bagiya, textual correction, Manichaeism, historical geography.
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... He preached of the empire of the world of light, of Pratos Anthrapos, and

of the Spirit of life. He taught that light and darkness are without beginning

and end.
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2 .E. Sachau, The chronology of ancient nations, London, 1979, p. 190.
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C. Schmidt and H. J. Polotsky, Ein Mani-Fund in Agypten, Berlin, 1933, p. 65 [66]; W. Sundermann,
“Namen von Géttern, Ddmonrn und Menschen in iranischen Versionen des manichdischen Mythos,” AoF
6 (1979), pp. 118-119, n. 35.
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M. Shokri-Foumeshi, Mani’s Living Gospel, Qom, 1394, pp. 221ff.
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4 .D. Monchi-zadeh, Topographisch- historische Studien zum iranischen Nationalepos, Wiesbaden, 1975, p. 55.
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