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Abstract

Background and Objective: The aim of this research is Designing and validating
the optimal model of transformation in humanities with emphasis on the curriculum
in the higher education system of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Research methodology: The research method is a mixed sequential exploratory
type. In the qualitative part, data were collected and themes were determined with
the help of Conventional Content Analysis, based on the opinion of specialists in the
field of curriculum planning, educational management and philosophy of education.
The participants were selected by the purposeful sampling method and finally, by
conducting 15 interviews, the theoretical saturation limit was obtained. The data
collection tool at this stage is a semi-structured interview. Thematic analysis of
Brown and Clark (2013) was also used for data analysis. In the quantitative part, a
researcher-made questionnaire was used to check the internal validity of the model.
The statistical sample of 50 people was selected from the academic staff members in
the field of educational sciences and using Convenience Sampling method. The
reliability of the questionnaire was obtained using Cronbach's alpha equal to 0.85.
The data were analyzed at two levels of descriptive statistics and inferential statistics
using SPSS and PLS statistical software.

Findings: The finding of the qualitative part indicated the identification of 44
organizing themes and 16 incluthemes. In the quantitative part, the human, technical,
educational and executive components were approved, respectively with 21.731,
8.209, 33.55 and 17.133; Friedman's test was also used to rank each of the
components.

Conclusion: The presented model can be used to present a common curriculum in
the field of creativity and cooperation in higher education as well as shared value
creationin educational environments
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Designing and validating the optimal model of transformation in humanities with emphasis on the curriculum in the higher
education system of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Extended Abstract

Introduction:
Higher education is one of the infrastructures of the educational system of every country, whose task is to train

specialized human resources in various fields, research and provide specialized services in various fields of
science and technology of the society. The higher education system of any country is one of the effective factors
in realizing its economic, social and cultural development policies. Provision and training of skilled and
experienced manpower is the basis of all-round development of countries, production of knowledge and
scholarly research, and conducting basic, developmental and applied research by universities and higher
education centers (Heydari, 2018). University curricula should include courses and requirements that enhance
the skills of graduates and prepare them for the challenging job market, experiential learning is very positive in
this area (Journal of Applied Education Ledership, 2022). Curricula in higher education is one of the sub-
systems that plays an essential role in the transformation of higher education and society. Because higher
education is trying to achieve desired goals through approved curricula. Therefore, curricula are of particular
importance as the most important input and beating heart of higher education.And they are considered one of the
important elements and influential factors in determining the success and failure of higher education systems
(Barnet and Coate, 2019).The most important mission of the humanities is to make a macro policy in society,
and making a policy about the humanities means making a policy for civilization and the country. For this
reason, humanities have a fundamental dimension, which means paying attention to the dimension of security
and national interests of each country. Policy making in this strategic field in every country should be prioritized
in national programs (Piri and Adib, 2018). Evolution in humanities and empowering society, the place of
theory and method in the evolution of humanities, evolution in humanities, the role of elites in the evolution of
humanities and international relations and its role in the advancement of humanities. Skill should be considered
along with knowledge, and young people's minds should not be filled with theoretical issues. When an efficient
scholar graduates, his course is related to society, and also the wisdom of useful science is based on theoretical
reason and wisdom, and it is necessary to connect human sciences with wisdom (Khosropanah, 2022). The
increasing changes in various dimensions of society and the expansion of human sciences and knowledge
necessitate the need to revise and change the curricula. This necessity is felt more than ever in the higher
education system.Transformation in each dimension of human life requires a strategic plan so that, in addition to
standing up and managing challenges, it can lead to the creation of transformations such as human resistance in
a planned manner and also involve various components of society to achieve the set goals (Wright et al., 2022).
Although today, the need to conduct researches has a huge contribution to the increase of new knowledge;
However, considering the small amount of research done related to the fundamental changes and developments
in the field of humanities with emphasis on the curriculum in the higher education system, it is felt that in the
absence of designing and validating the ideal model in this field, fundamental changes in the curricula will not
arise Therefore, in this regard, the current research aims to answer the basic question that what is the optimal
model of transformation in humanities with emphasis on the curriculum in the higher education system? How
reliable is this model.

Methodology:
The current research is practical in terms of its purpose, and qualitative and quantitative (combined or mixed) in

terms of methodological issues and data collection. In the qualitative method, information has been collected
using in-depth semi-structured interviews of experts in the field of curriculum planning and experts in the field
of educational sciences. In this research, in the first stage, the traditional content analysis approach was used,
and the content analysis of Brown and Clark (2013) was used to analyze and extract the components. The
sampling method in the qualitative part was purposeful (criterion oriented). In this method, a criterion is
considered. Based on this, the opinions of expert professors in the field of curriculum have been used, and in the
present method, the criteria for selection are the academic staff members of the universities of Tabriz, Shahid
Madani, Azarbaijan, Urmia, Farhangian University of Ardabil, Allameh Tabatabai University of Tehran,
Khurazmi University of Tehran. Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Boali
Sina University of Hamadan, who have the scientific rank of assistant professor or higher in the fields of
curriculum planning, philosophy of education, educational management, or have a research work in the field of
interest, use has been. The research method in the quantitative part for validation is modeling and correlation.
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The statistical community includes experts in the field of curriculum planning and experts in the field of
compiling upstream documents. 50 members of the statistical population were selected as a sample using the
available method. A researcher-made questionnaire was used to collect information. The questionnaire includes
two parts; The first part of the characteristics of humanities curriculum elements includes goals, content, method
and evaluation, which forms the desired model, and the second part is the questions related to the validation of
the designed model. The validity of the questionnaire has been confirmed by professors and experts in the field
of curriculum planning, and the reliability of the tool has been confirmed by measuring Cronbach's alpha and
composite reliability. The total value of Cronbach's alpha was 0.85, which is above 0.7, and it can be concluded
that the model has good reliability and internal consistency. Also, the total composite reliability value is 0.88
and is above 0.7, which shows that the model has good composite reliability. Therefore, the measurement
models have good reliability.

Results:
In order to rank each of the components related to the design and validation of the optimal transformation

model, the Friedman test was used, the results of which are presented in Table 1.

Table 1: Friedman's average rank of research variables

Dimensions Average  rank Dimensions Average  rank
Ealnetione] 6.74 15 Educational plans 7.72 12
technology
needs assessment 8.93 5 Evaluation and control 8.21 9
flexibility 6.44 16 creativity and innovation 8.16 10
Equipment and 1052 3 Mission 1057 2
facilities
Characteristics of 8.63 6 Coopgra}tlor} and 10.83 1
learners participation
Characteristics of 8.38 8 Research 8.55 7
teachers
Content features 9.76 4 Support and support 8.15 11
BelEE O S 2 A1l 6.89 14 upstream documents 8.34 13
methods

Based on this and according to table 1, the factor of cooperation and participation with an average rank of 10.83
is in the first place and mission factors with a value of 10.57, equipment and facilities with a value of 10.52,
content characteristics with a value of 76. 9 and needs assessment are also in the next ranks with a value of
8.93.The results of prioritization showed that the highest average is related to cooperation and participation,
mission and equipment and facilities.

Discussion and conclusion

The aim of the current research is to design and validate the optimal model of transformation in humanities with
an emphasis on the curriculum in the higher education system of the Islamic Republic of Iran. For this purpose,
a semi-structured (in-depth) interview was used to collect data, and thematic analysis of Brown and Clark
(2013) was used to analyze the data; In the initial coding stage, 467 primary codes were extracted from the
interviews. Then, in the stage of identifying the themes, considering that 207 extracted codes were repeated,
these codes were combined and only different codes remained, and a total of 260 codes were obtained by the
researcher, and finally 44 organizing themes and 16 comprehensive themes were identified and extracted.
became.The comprehensive themes obtained are: 1- educational technology, 2- needs assessment, 3- flexibility,
4- equipment and facilities, 5- characteristics of learners, 6- characteristics of teachers, 7- characteristics of
content, 8- Educational methods and methods, 9- Educational plans, 10- Evaluation and control, 11- Creativity
and innovation, 12- Mission, 13- Cooperation and participation, 14- Research and research, 15- Support and 16-
Upstream documents. The results of prioritizing the components also showed that the highest average is related
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to cooperation and participation, mission and equipment and facilities. Higher education, as a social system,
requires the participation and cooperation of all parts of the system. This system cannot effectively implement
the education and training process without the effective participation of people and employees in scientific,
cultural, economic and emotional dimensions. Although participation in higher education affairs has been
carried out in various forms since the past and has not been stopped in any period, in contrast to the continuation
of this matter, what is needed today more than ever is the investigation of the characteristics of participation and
its pathology. This is the reason why many researchers and specialists in the topic of participation believe that
this term is not a new concept, but it should be viewed with a new perspective.This term is a way of managing
affairs according to the new and powerful active forces of today's world. The purpose of participation is to
increase productivity from an economic point of view, from a psychological point of view, to recognize human
values, and from a social point of view, to strengthen the sense of cooperation of people by giving them
authority in the decision-making process, which will reduce the existing conflicts and the parties, having The
right and equal opportunity to exchange opinions and make decisions about issues should be considered as
belonging to a single group. In participation, all people develop new skills in themselves. These core
competences are: self-management, critical thinking, communication skills, mutual learning ability and flexible
decision-making, which are necessary conditions for successful participation and all humans need it. Also, the
presented model can be used as a framework for creating a joint curriculum in the field of creativity and
cooperation in higher education, as well as joint value creation in educational environments.
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