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Abstract

The relationship between government, society, and media is one of the most important
topics of social and political studies. With the ever-increasing expansion of communication
and media technologies, the functional range of media content has expanded, particularly
in the field of politics. The media influence many political decisions at the national and
global levels. By representing what happens in reality, the media shape public opinion
and influence society's behavior. One of the most influential media that is connected
with both the fields of society and politics is cinema. The current research aims to
demonstrate the representation of "State" as the primary pillar of the political system
in cinema, within the framework of Discourse analysis theory and the media theories of
representation, as well as the sociology of cinema theories. According to this, influenced
by the government's cinematic policies and the reflection of the filmmakers' views as
part of the body of society in the films, the common ideas about the government and
the relationship between the government and society are well clarified. Based on this,
34 films produced during the years 1370 to 1399 A.H., with socio-political themes and
whose main subject is "The State," have been analyzed. By using the "Practical Discourse
Analysis Method", the hidden discourses in movies related to the government have
been extracted. The results of the discourse analysis of the studied films show that the
government was represented in the 70s, 80s, and 90s in Iranian political films in the
form of three main discourses: "quasi-democratic government", "liberal democratic
government”, and "ideological democratic government". Also, the discourse of the
quasi-democratic government with the highest frequency is the dominant discourse
represented during the years after the imposed war.
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