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Abstract
Avoiding "conflict" and discord was a central theme for Masoud Pezeshkian during
the campaign for the 14th presidential election. He stressed that the nation's problems
would be solved when "we stop fighting each other.” After his victory, this idea
crystallized into the concept of "consensus,” becoming the core theme and slogan of
his government. Following the cabinet's vote of confidence and the government's
launch, Pezeshkian's tweet with the keyword ‘consensus” sparked widespread
discussion among the public, media, and political and civic activists. The key question
is: what understanding of consensus has emerged among political groups?
To explore this, Persian Twitter data, where diverse political groups are active, was
analyzed using a mixed-method approach, combining content analysis and social
network analysis (SNA). The findings show that Twitter users' perceptions of
consensus are varied and somewhat conflicting, shaped by their political leanings.
Two main views of consensus emerged: the first sees it as tied to political
appointments. Conversely, some government critics define consensus as fulfilling
societal demands, specifically highlighting issues like changes in filtering laws and
hijab policies as symbols of these demands. According to these findings, at least
among Twitter's political and civic activists, consensus does not mean ‘shared
problem-solving."
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Introduction

During the 14th Iranian presidential election, Masoud Pezeshkian emphasized
resolving national issues through unity, famously stating, “We must stop fighting each
other.” After his victory, this idea crystallized into “consensus,” becoming his
government’s core theme and a key criterion for cabinet appointments. By involving
diverse groups and fostering agreement on critical issues, Pezeshkian aimed to address
Iran’s major crises. Following the cabinet’s vote of confidence, “consensus” became a
focal point of discussion among the public, media, and activists.

Scholars, politicians, and journalists have debated the concept, often framing it based
on Pezeshkian’s speeches. However, public perceptions of consensus may differ from
these elite interpretations, a nuance often overlooked. This study investigates how
society and political groups understand consensus, how related policies are perceived,
and whether all political factions engage with the concept. Understanding these
perceptions is vital, as public support is essential to advancing this idea.

For Pezeshkian, consensus means agreement and practical collaboration across
diverse groups, transcending ethnic, religious, and political divides to unite citizens
under a cohesive nation-state. He views elite consensus as key to security and welfare,
promoting social integration and reducing inequalities. However, public and political
groups may interpret consensus differently, potentially viewing it as a mere campaign
slogan or an unrealistic goal.

To explore this, the study analyzes Twitter, a platform with significant political
discourse, using big data to uncover elite and public views on consensus, despite its

limitations in representing all of Iran.

Methodology

This study employs a mixed-method approach, combining temporal analysis, social
network analysis (SNA), and quantitative content analysis to examine Twitter users’
engagement with the concept of "consensus” over time, identity political groups using
the term, and assess their attitudes through keyword analysis. Data, including tweets
and retweets with the keyword/hashtag “consensus,” was collected via data mining
from August 7 (the government’s start) to November 21, with a separate analysis post-
cabinet confidence vote from September 7.

Temporal analysis compared tweet, reply, quote, retweet, and like counts across
periods to gauge attention to “consensus,” with peak moments flagged as key events.

SNA mapped retweet networks to reveal information flow, using graphs where nodes
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represent users and edges indicate retweets, weighted by number of retweets. Node
importance was assessed via PageRank centrality, with community detection
performed using the Louvain algorithm. Graphs were visualized using Gephi and
Force Atlas 2.

Quantitative content analysis examined tweet content by counting word frequencies
to identify dominant themes per political group. This word-cloud approach
highlighted key topics, revealing how different political leanings interpret
“consensus.” The methodology effectively uncovers temporal trends, network

structures, and thematic priorities in Twitter discourse.

Findings

The study outlines Twitter users’ interpretations of “consensus” by political affiliation.
Conservative government opponents frequently called consensus "hypocrisy,” linking
it to appointments and criticizing reformists” roles as factional, with this narrative
intensifying post-September. They faulted Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf for enabling
the cabinet’s confidence vote and contrasted the current government’s approach with
Raisi’s era, deeming it contradictory to consensus.

Moderate and reformist government supporters celebrated the cabinet’s approval,
associating consensus with a presidential tweet on August 31 framing it as national
unity. They criticized Saeed Jalili’s team for obstructing consensus, rejected
collaboration with him, and condemned opponents’ use of “hypocrisy” as anti-
consensus. They praised the leadership’s support for consensus, critiqued
appointments tied to Jalili, and emphasized lifting social media filtering as vital for
consensus.

Transformation-seekers, opposing the Islamic Republic, argued that addressing hijab
and filtering was essential for societal consensus, dismissing government efforts as
elite power-sharing. They often used “national,” advocating consensus with society
over political factions, and viewed the government as led by the leadership, not
Pezeshkian.

The term “Israel” appeared frequently among transformation-seekers amid Iran-Israel
tensions, but their comments on “consensus” and “Israel” were varied, lacking a
unified theme. Overall, consensus was divisive: opponents saw it as deceptive,
supporters as unifying, and transformation-seekers as inadequate without societal

reforms, highlighting polarized political discourse.



Conclusion

The study finds that Twitter users’ attention to "consensus" waned over time, peaking
after the cabinet’s confidence vote and a presidential press conference, aligning with
reduced media coverage of the president’s statements. This suggests that consensus
did not sustain broad public interest as anticipated. Data shows that conservative
government opponents produced the most content on consensus, framing it
antagonistically as "hypocrisy” tied to appointments and the cabinet vote. Reformists
and government supporters, the second most active group, welcomed consensus with
supportive themes but also linked it to appointments. Transformation-seekers, critical
of the Islamic Republic, viewed consensus skeptically.

Two primary perceptions of consensus emerged: first, both opponents and supporters
often equated it with appointments, influenced by the president’s “national consensus
government” rhetoric during the cabinet vote, which conflated the two concepts.
Pezeshkian’s vision of consensus includes elite agreement, practical convergence, and
diverse representation, reinforcing this perception. Second, some reformists and
transformation-seekers saw consensus as fulfilling societal demands, notably on
filtering and hijab, echoing elite calls for “consensus with society” and Pezeshkian’s
emphasis on citizens’ rights and dialogue.

Despite efforts to foster unity, some Twitter users weaponized consensus to attack
rivals, paradoxically deepening divisions, with opponents frequently using
“hypocrisy” instead of “consensus.” Only some reformists grew closer to the political
establishment, particularly the leadership, under this concept, while many outside
these groups remained disengaged. The appointment-centric perception, amplified by
government actions like the economy minister’s impeachment, rendered consensus
fragile. Twitter's polarized nature further entrenched conflicting interpretations,
framing consensus as a source of discord rather than shared problem-solving,

contrary to its intended meaning.
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