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Abstract

Amir al-Mu’minin ‘Ali (Peace be upon him) holds a very high position in Islam and the
Muslim heritage, both as the immediate successor and "was" of the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon him) and as the fourth caliph for Muslims. Therefore, his
image has been reflected and examined from various aspects in the works and writings
of Muslims throughout history. One of the works that can be considered in thisregard is
the valuable book al-Fihrist, an ancient Bio-bibliographic work of the late fourth
century, authored by Muhammad ibn Ishaq a-Nadim. The present study, using a
descriptive-analytical method, has examined the data of this work in relation to Ali
(Peace be upon him). The findings show that Nadim, who has mentioned the Imam on
various occasions in al-Fihrist, on the one hand has introduced the Mushaf of Ali
(Peace be upon him) and works of Ali such as his speeches, virtues, life events, and
martyrdom, and on the other hand has referred to his Shi‘afollowers and opponents. The
terminology used in the mentions of the Imam is significant, and its analysis is
grounded in the oldest manuscript of the text, which is a copy of a manuscript in
Nadim's handwriting. The results indicate that the image of Imam Ali (Peace be upon
him) in al-Fihrist is portrayed as a sacred figure, author, originator of the science of
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grammar, subject of writings, a miracle of the Prophet (Peace be upon him), and the
center of variousinclinations.

Keywords: Ali ibn Abi Talib (Pbuh), al-Fihrist, Muhammad ibn Ishag a-Nadim, Shi‘a,
codicology.
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