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Abstract

It was Antonio Gramsci, who, for the first time, introduced a logical explanation of the
concept of the subaltern into social history studies. Before him, of course, thinkers such
as Hegel and Marx had discussed social classes such as the masses and lumpen
proletarians in their works. Gramsci, however, in a reaction to the traditions of the
Marxist theory before him—which had adopted a passive view towards the agency of
the subaltern viewed the activities, actions of the subaltern as a determining factor in the
political and cultural struggles of the society as a whole in order to provide a platform
for change and the improvement of the living conditions of these classes. he considered
the term "spontaneity”, which lacked the structure of organization, planning and
conscious leadership, as a focal point and a prominent element in defining the term
“subaltern” in the hierarchy of the class system of society.

In this research, first the theoretical framework of the concept of the subaltern from
Gramsci's point of view and its differences with those of the thinkers before him will be
explored. and after describing the historical process of the formation and consolidation
of the Iranian subaltern, an answer to the question “ to what extent the construction of

the concept of the subaltern in the historical and political geography of Europe is

« Ph.D. Candidate of History, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author),
Elmihistory24@gmail.com

« Associate Professor of Department of History, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran, zandiyehh@ut.ac.ir

Date received: 20/05/2023, Date of acceptance: 18/11/2024

EXE



Abstract 264

compatible with the conditions of the formation of the subaltern classes within the
context of the history of political and economic relations of contemporary Iran?” will

be attempted.

Keywords: Labor Reserve Army, Antonio Gramsci; Subaltern; Lumpen Proletarian;

Spontaneity.

Introduction

Antonio Gramsci, an Italian Marxist thinker, was the first to provide a logical
explanation of the concept of subaltern in social history studies. Although before him,
thinkers from social classes and groups had spoken under the general title of inferior
classes; But none of them had succeeded in designing a comprehensive theoretical
formulation of their actions, worldviews and relationships with other classes in the
capitalist society under the general title of the subalterns. had adopted a passive view
and a negative attitude towards the agency of the lower classes, the activities, actions
and traditions of the lower classes as a determining factor in the field of political and
cultural struggles of the class relations of the society in order to provide a platform for
changing and improving living conditions This counts as floors. In the following,
parallel to the explanation and explanation of the various elements of the concept of the
subaltern, we will try to answer the main question of the future research, to what extent
the construction of the concept of the subaltern in the historical and political geography
of Europe with the processes of formation and formation of the subaltern classes in the
context of the history of political relations and It adapts to the economy of

contemporary Iran.

Materials & Methods

In the present article, the historical method and the social history approach have been
employed. At first, with a precise definition of the concept of the Subaltern in the eyes
of a thinker like Antonio Gramsci, it was attempted to present a clear and expressive
image of this concept. But in the continuation of the research and by measuring the
concept of the subaltern with the processes of formation of the subaltern in the context
of the history of political and economic relations of contemporary Iran, this matter was
clarified in such a way that elements such as surplus population have an important
difference with the concept of the subaltern formed in Its geographical base is the west.
In Gramsci's system of thought, concepts such as "surplus population" and

"spontaneity" play a decisive role in the construction and theoretical coherence of the
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concept of inferiority. According to the brief description that was presented in the main
text of the article about the historical processes of the formation of excess population in
urban areas, it is necessary to understand the importance of the formation of excess
population as formulated in the coordinates of the theory of Marx and other thinkers
after him. And theoretically explained, it has differences with the mechanisms and
causes of the primary drivers of the liberation of poor rural masses from landlord
relations and their migration to urban areas and the emergence of subaltern in Iran.
From here, the government's land policies should be considered as the main and

important factor of these displacements.

Discussion & Result

Before agrarian reforms and the growth of capitalist relations in Iran's agricultural
institution, the occurrence of natural disasters such as drought and as a result a complex
set of various factors such as: the inability of the institutions under the bureaucratic
system of the government to respond to the livelihood crisis of the downstream strata,
change in The relations between the owners, brokers and their subjects, the
improvement and expansion of vehicles and communication routes between urban and
rural areas, etc. were among the most important reasons that accelerated the migration
of different strata. Peasants moved to developing cities. It is important to mention this
point that even at the beginning of the implementation of land reforms, there was no
expansion of capitalist relations in Iran's agricultural system, which caused the subjects
to break away from the logic of land ownership relations. Rather, incorrect
implementation and occurrence of problems in the system of normal distribution of
agricultural lands and not considering the proprietary cultivation and exploitation

system before land reforms played a prominent role in the acceleration of migrations.

Conclusion

The element of "spontaneity" of the subalterns found its formulation in Gramsci's
theoretical coordinates, mostly relying on the goals and prospects of political changes at
the level of society as a whole. Therefore, considering the requirements of the political
environment and in reviewing the previous political experiences, he emphasized the role
and importance of the organization of the various lower classes by parties, groups, and
especially the connection of their daily life experiences with the consciousness of the
leading working classes (industrial proletariat). And the side of revolutionary interests

had a special emphasis and clarification. But in the course of events and developments
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in the contemporary history of Iran, and until 1356, the logic of collective action of
subaltern (Tehran) under the influence of adopting a defensive position, in order to
maintain their unstable and unstable bio-urban position against exclusion or ignoring
policies They were considered by the government and its subordinate institutions. Later,
the economic recession of the fifties caused the needs and demands of these classes,

which had a form of spontaneous action before this, to take the form of a political issue.
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