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Abstract

The “Frege-Geach problem” is one of the most challenging problems against the non-
cognitivist view. The crisis is rooted in Ayer’s view. While affected by the main thesis
of logical positivists —i.e., the verifiability principle, Ayer showed that moral
propositions are neither analytic, necessarily true, nor experimental so that their truth
rests on reality. He concluded that such propositions are deprived of propositional
content and so truth-valueless. His suggested semantics is widely accepted among moral
non-cognitivists and today is called ‘nonrepresentational semantics’, one of the negative
principles in non-cognitivism. Using the linguistic-logical approach, Searle and Geach,
independent from each other, formalised a problem by which non-descriptive semantics
for moral judgments fundamentally have undergone criticism. However, this was not
the end of the story since the process of responding to the challenge showed that the
main source of the problem does not reside in what Geach said, but is rooted in a
conspicuous semantics of complex moral judgments in which the moral judgments are
embedded. Hence, the problem has confronted a more complicated form, the ‘embedded

problem’.
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3. Expressivists think moral sentences are conventional devices for expressing pro and con attitudes
toward their objections. In this broad sense, emotivists are expressivists. (van Roojen, 2024)

4. Broadly speaking, the term “expressivism” refers to a family of views in the philosophy of
language according to which the meanings of claims in a particular area of discourse are to be
understood in terms of whatever non-cognitive mental states those claims are supposed to
express.
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8. perlocutionary force
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17. Deontic modality 355
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