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Abstract

Dictionaries are one of the means of communication between languages and
nations. The proximity of Iran and Russia and the historical connection
between these two countries have made the people of each need to learn the
language of the other. The development of relations between the two countries
has proven the necessity of compiling dictionaries. Moreover, efforts in this
field have been pursued seriously in both Iran and Russia and the Soviet
Union. Studies show that a detailed study of Russian and Soviet dictionary
writing (a dictionary writing that includes dozens of Persian-to-Russian and
Russian-to-Persian dictionaries) has not been conducted so far. This article is
an attempt to identify and introduce Persian-to-Russian and Russian-to-
Persian dictionaries that have been compiled in Russia and the Soviet Union
in the last 250 years, the ways to develop this field, its problems, and
suggestions to solving its problems.

Keywords: Iran, lexicography, Persian, Russia, Russian.

1. rhadi@ut.ac.ir (Corresponding Author)

2. marina.vialova@gmail.com

How to cite: Hadi, R., & Vialova, M. (2024). History and Characteristics of Persian-Russian
and Russian-Persian Dictionaries Compiled and Written in Russia and the Soviet Union.
Language and Linguistics, 20(40), 209- 224. doi: 10.30465/L.S1.2025.45571.1688

Original Research

*** Received: 27/Jan/2024

Accepted: 14/Mar/2025

ISSN: 2423-3847



https://doi.org/10.30465/lsi.2025.48103.1735
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-3467-589X

Fall & Winter 2025 | No. 40 | Vol. 20 | language and linguistics | 210

1. Introduction

The rich heritage of Persian lexicography has repeatedly attracted the attention
of Soviet and Russian scholars, but the need to collect and analyze the
experiences gained over the past 250 years in the domian of compiling
bilingual or multilingual dictionaries, including Persian and Russian, has not
been met for some reason. Today, this need is a topical scientific issue that is
of considerable interest to Iranian and non-lranian researchers in the history
and course of Persian lexicography. The author’s purposes in writing this
article are as follows:

1) To examine the history of the prevalence and prosperity of lexicography in
compiling bilingual and multilingual Persian-Russian and Russian-Persian
dictionaries compiled in Russia and the Soviet Union;

2) To identify some of the vital issues and features of compiling these
dictionaries;

3) A brief description of some of the significant dictionaries;

The appendix to this article is a list containing the specifications of all
dictionaries compiled in Russia up to 2023, in order of the year of compilation
that we were able to find.

Research Questions

1) What is the history behind compiling bilingual and multilingual Persian-
Russian and Russian-Persian dictionaries compiled in Russia and the Soviet
Union?

2) What are the vital issues and features of compiling these dictionaries?

2. Literature Review

Examining Persian-Russian and Russian-Persian dictionaries from a historical
perspective raises the question of precisely what constitutes a dictionary. The
information provided by the Iranian lexicographer Hossein Samei in the article
"Dictionaries"” in the Encyclopedia Iranica shows that in terms of the number
of dictionaries compiled, Russian-language dictionaries have taken fourth
place (with 34 titles) (Hossein Samei, 1997). It is worth mentioning that even
considering the approximate nature of the statistics in Samee’s article, it
appears that England (with more than 125 titles) has given more importance
to the compilation of Persian dictionaries than other European countries. On
the other hand, Iranian researcher Fal Hamedanchi (2010) also emphasized in
her article the importance given to the compilation of bilingual English-
Persian dictionaries and the lack of attention paid to the compilation of
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bilingual Russian-Persian dictionaries in Iran (Fal Hamedanchi, 2010). The
lack of attention paid to the compilation, publication, and updating of Persian-
Russian dictionaries and vice versa in Russia and Iran has led to a shortage of
these dictionaries, and this issue is confirmed by dictionary compilers and
researchers in both countries.

Although Russians began learning the "languages of Muslim nations" in 1716
(Barthold, 1977, p. 29), the era of the first Persian and Russian dictionaries in
Russia was the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the 19th century,
which coincided with the beginning of the formation of Orientalism as a
science in this country.

The importance of learning Persian was established in a state and official sense
with the beginning of “teaching oriental languages (Arabic, Persian, and
Turkish) in Russian universities in accordance with the University Statute of
1804” (Chikalova, 2018, p. 27). However, the problem of the lack of an
educational dictionary existed for decades, and its necessity was felt. The
exact time of the compilation of the first dictionary including Persian and
Russian languages in Russia is not very clear. Researchers have various
suggestions in this regard, including the Persian-Russian dictionary by Mirza
Abdullah Ghaffarov (1914), which has been erroneously dated to the 19th
century (1814) (Hossein Samei, 1997); the dictionary of the Russian poet,
writer, and translator Dmitry Aznabyshin, which probably dates back to the
1920s and was not published (Zahra Mohammadi, 2017, p. 17); and the
Russian-Persian dictionary by A. F. Khashab (1906) (Mohammad Reza
Mohammadi, 2005, p. 24).

3. Method

Using a library method, the author succeeded in finding about 100 Persian-
Russian and Russian-Persian dictionaries compiled in the Russian Empire, the
Soviet Union, and post-Soviet Russia from the 1870s to 2023.

4. Results

Based on the research findings, it can be said that the first dictionary with
entries for Persian and Russian languages in Russia could be the "Russian-
Turkish-Persian-Gilki Thematic Dictionary" compiled in the first half of the
1870s by the German scientist Samuel Gottlieb Gmelin, who was invited to
Russia to work at the Imperial Academy of Sciences. This dictionary is a
wonderful example of introducing one of the distinctive features of the
dictionaries under study, especially at the beginning of the history of their
emergence and development: these dictionaries are not necessarily bilingual.
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During the 18th and 19th centuries, the Persian language in Russia, like many
other languages, was usually studied not independently, but together with
other Eastern and occasionally Western languages. For example, the titles of
educational departments at universities often included multiple languages
(e.g., Arabic-Persian-Turkish-Tatar Department). Therefore, it is not
surprising that early dictionaries also included entries for multiple languages.
Thus, a dictionary might contain entries in languages such as Arabic, Tatar,
Turkish, French, and neighboring languages such as Persian and Russian.
Sometimes rarer languages would serve as Persian companions in a
dictionary.

It is worth noting that some compilers of multilingual dictionaries in this
period considered Persian not as a target language but as a complementary
language to the main languages. For example, in A. A. Troyansky's dictionary
on Tatar and L. Z. Budagov's dictionary on Turkic-Tatar dialects special
attention has been paid to the inclusion of Persian and Arabic words. Several
dictionaries with entries in Persian and Russian exhibit multilingualism
throughout the historical period under study. But the reason for
multilingualism in each period may differ, as it depends on the dictionary's
objectives.

The number of bilingual and multilingual dictionaries is not the same in all
periods. At the end of the 18th and 19th centuries, the number of bilingual and
multilingual dictionaries was generally small, and the number of multilingual
dictionaries was greater than that of bilingual dictionaries. In the 20th century,
the number of dictionaries increased significantly, and the situation changed
completely: the number of bilingual dictionaries was several times greater
than the number of multilingual dictionaries.

Another feature of the dictionaries under study was the use of Cyrillic script
in some works to write Persian words. This feature pertained to dictionaries
designed for users lacking Persian fluency.

It is worth noting that the popularity and prosperity of compiling dictionaries
are due to a combination of factors, and the writing of a work alone does not
cause prosperity in this field. The three dictionaries compiled in the 18th
century were unique and individual works and they did not affect the
prosperity of Persian and Russian dictionary writing in Russia. The 19th
century saw an increase in the number of dictionaries under review, yet their
systematic compilation remained unresolved. A comparative view of the
compilation of Persian and Russian dictionaries in Russia emerged only in the
20th century.
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