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The tourism industry is considered one of the important sources of
income in countries and plays an important role in economic
development and social welfare; therefore, paying attention to the
category of tourism in the curriculum process, especially in the primary
period, is a significant issue and can provide the basis for the growth
and development of this industry in the country. This research was
conducted to investigate and compare the tourism category in the social
studies books of elementary schools in Iran and Egypt, which are some
of the important tourism destinations in the world. The current research
used qualitative content analysis and comparative methods based on
George Brody's 4-stage model. The statistical population of the current
research was the content of the social textbooks of the elementary levels
of two countries, Iran and Egypt, which were examined according to
the research objective of all the social textbooks of the two countries.
Content analysis forms were used to collect data. The results showed
no chapter or lesson on tourism in Iranian textbooks, and the concepts
related to tourism are consolidated in the lessons. However, the books
of Egypt’s fourth and fifth grades have one chapter each, and one lesson
is dedicated to tourism in the sixth grade. Also, some concepts are
jointly presented in the social science textbooks of the two countries,
and much content about tourism is given in the Egyptian social science
textbooks, which is not presented in the Iranian social science
textbooks. The analysis of the content of the common topics of the
books showed that the content of social science textbooks in Iran often
emphasizes the category of travel and traveling. However, the purpose
of the content of social science books in Egypt is mainly to attract
tourists and earn money through foreign tourists. The results of this
research can inform curriculum planners and textbook authors about the
commonalities and differences of tourism concepts in social science
textbooks and help the growth and development of tourism through the
revision of textbooks.
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Tourism can significantly impact future generations’ education as an
industry, cultural, and social tool. In today's world, this category is
known as a factor of communication and cultural exchange between
nations. Since primary education provides the basis for forming cultural
and social attitudes, and the content related to this category is mainly in
social books, the analysis of these books can show the thought patterns,
attitudes, and values that are institutionalized in children's minds. On
the other hand, it is one of the countries that pays attention to the
tourism industry and education in the tourism industry. Regarding
historical monuments, it is comparable to Iran among the region’s
countries regarding natural and artistic works. The country is Egypt.
Considering the important role that textbooks have in education and
changing the attitude of learners, it is necessary to conduct studies
aimed at comparing the textbooks of different countries so that the
strengths and weaknesses of the textbooks can be better understood by
comparing them with the textbooks of other countries. and used it to
improve planning and change and modify textbooks. Therefore, the
current research aims to compare the contents of elementary school
social science textbooks according to the tourism component.

Methodology

The current research is a comparative content analysis with a qualitative
approach. The statistical population in this research was the elementary-
level social books of two countries, and the entire society was examined
as a sample. Quantitative and qualitative methods were used to answer
the research question. In the quantitative part, by counting the number
of chapters and lessons dedicated to the subject of tourism, and in the
qualitative method, the concepts related to tourism in the books were
examined and analyzed. A four-step model of Bardi, which includes
description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and comparison, was used to
analyze and compare the data. The opinions of primary school teachers
and tourism experts were also used to verify the formal and content
validity of the research.

Discussion and Results
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According to the survey conducted in the social books of Iran, no
chapter or lesson related to tourism was found; instead, the content
related to tourism was presented in a consolidated form in other courses.
In Egyptian social books, one chapter is devoted to tourism in the fourth
grade, one chapter in the fifth grade, and one lesson in the sixth grade.
The concepts of introducing ancient works, visiting museums and
ancient works, handicrafts, shopping during tourism, encouraging
tourists to visit, sports tourism, customs, religious tourism, using
tourism maps, and introducing natural works in the content of social
science books of both countries. Only one case is eating and introducing
local food (while traveling and introducing local food from neighboring
countries), which was in Iran's social science books. However, there is
no mention of food and tourism in Egypt's social science books. The
content of the definition of tourism, the importance and benefits of
tourism, coastal tourism, medical tourism, cultural tourism, historical
tourism, conference tourism, leisure tourism, ecotourism, tourism
festival and exhibition, the importance of tourism diversity, attention to
art in tourism, World Tourism Day, recognition of the components
Tourism, the economic importance of tourism, creating job
opportunities, natural heritage, the role of UNESCO in the development
of tourism, the importance of registering a place in UNESCO, knowing
the criteria for registering a UNESCO World Heritage Site, proposing
a new place for registration in UNESCO, recognizing and the
importance of natural and cultural heritage, protecting Natural and
ancient heritage, the impact of weather on world heritage, our duties
towards tourists, tourism security, paying attention to the increase in the
number and length of stay of tourists, sustainable tourism and tourism
development are present in Egyptian social science books. Moreover, it
is not included in Iranian social science textbooks.

Conclusion

The analysis of the content of the books of the two countries showed a
significant difference between the content of the textbooks in terms of
attention to tourism components. The content of social science
textbooks in Egypt teaches the students about the types of tourism and
methods of earning and entrepreneurship through tourism, attracting
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tourists, and other related concepts. However, there was very little
content related to tourism education in Iran's textbooks. Moreover, the
content provided is provided to go on a trip. Therefore, according to the
comparative study, it is necessary to include tourism content, tourism’s
economic importance and entrepreneurship, familiarity with natural and
cultural heritage and their protection, and familiarity with Iranian world
heritage in social science textbooks.
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