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ABSTRACT
Objective: Despite the substantial empirical evidence supporting the benefits of
classroom storytelling, this method has not received sufficient attention in schools.
Accordingly, the present study aimed to identify the barriers and strategies for fostering
storytelling in Iranian primary schools.

Method: Philosophically grounded in the interpretivist paradigm, this research
employed a qualitative approach with conventional content analysis as its strategy. The
study was conducted in primary schools in Sanandaj City in the academic year 2024-
25, with 11 primary school teachers selected as participants through purposive and
snowball sampling methods. Data were collected via semi-structured interviews, each
lasting approximately 45 minutes. The textual data were analyzed through coding and
categorization, and the credibility of the analyses was ensured using analyst
triangulation.

Results: Findings revealed 52 barriers to the development of storytelling, categorized
into 12 components across 4 dimensions: individual, cultural, organizational, and
educational. Additionally, 34 strategies for promoting storytelling in schools were
identified and classified into 9 categories: storytelling schools, narrative pedagogy,
storytelling education systems, storytelling students, festivals and events, storytelling-
friendly communities, storytelling and technology integration, storytelling workshops,
and therapeutic storytelling.

Conclusions: According to research findings, implementing strategies such as teacher
professional development, re-designing education policy, creating supportive structural
and cultural settings, institutionalizing narrative approach in curricula, and developing
the culture of storytelling can guide the education system towards reaping benefits from
the cognitive, affective, linguistic, and social advantages of storytelling.
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Introduction

Today, many students have become disenchanted
with traditional teaching methods and conventional
textbooks. One-sided teaching approaches and
repetitive exercises have reduced learning motivation,
leading to boredom and disengagement in classrooms.
Among the strategies that can enhance the learning
process and make it more engaging, storytelling in
teaching stands out. Storytelling is one of the oldest and
most effective learning methods, deeply rooted in
human culture. As a tool for conveying information and
complex concepts, storytelling can facilitate learning
and make various subjects more appealing to students.
Research has also shown that storytelling not only
increases student participation and enriches vocabulary
but also plays a significant role in fostering creativity,
enhancing social skills, and boosting interest in
reading. However, despite extensive theoretical
foundations and empirical evidence on the benefits of
storytelling, obstacles such as a lack of suitable stories,
difficulties in integrating this method with other
teaching strategies, and linguistic and attentional
challenges have hindered its widespread application in
schools. While numerous studies have examined the
impact of storytelling in Iran, no research has
specifically addressed the barriers and strategies for its
expansion in lIranian schools. Therefore, the present
study aims to identify the challenges and propose
strategies for promoting storytelling in Iranian
classrooms.

Method

This research is conducted within the interpretive
paradigm and is applied in terms of its objective and
exploratory in nature. The study employs a qualitative
research method, utilizing conventional content
analysis in which categories were directly and
inductively derived from raw data. The participants
included 11 elementary school teachers from public
and other schools in Sanandaj in the academic year
2024-25, selected purposefully using the snowball
sampling method. The selection criteria included a
minimum of five years of teaching experience in

elementary schools and a reputation for effective
teaching. To enhance external validity, diversity in
gender, educational degree, and field of study was
considered. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews, each lasting approximately 45
minutes. The interviews focused on identifying
classroom storytelling barriers and proposing strategies
for its development. The interviews were transcribed,
coded, and categorized, and to enhance the validity of
the findings, the analyst triangulation method was
employed.

Results

The first objective of the study was to identify the
barriers to developing storytelling in elementary
schools. The findings revealed 52 unique open codes
representing obstacles to storytelling development,
which were categorized into 12 components and further
condensed into 4 dimensions. The first dimension,
individual barriers, included three components:
attitudinal and personality barriers, cognitive barriers,
and skill-related barriers. The second dimension,
cultural  barriers, comprised four components:
stereotypical thinking errors, obstacles arising from
cultural differences, a culture of prioritizing instruction
over education, and cultural invasion. The third
dimension, organizational barriers, encompassed two
components: micro and macro barriers. Lastly, the
educational barriers dimension included pedagogical
barriers, educational policy obstacles, and time
constraints. Given these identified barriers, the second
objective of the study was to determine strategies for
overcoming them and expanding storytelling in
elementary schools. Based on the findings, 34
strategies for storytelling development were identified,
categorized into 9 themes: storytelling schools,
narrative pedagogy, a storytelling-based education
system, student storytellers, festivals and events, a
storytelling-friendly  society, the interaction of
storytelling and technology, storytelling workshops,
and storytelling therapy.
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Conclusions

This study examined the barriers and strategies for
expanding storytelling in elementary schools. The
findings indicated that the obstacles to this educational
method fall into four dimensions: individual, cultural,
organizational, and educational. Individual barriers
include teachers' personality traits, attitudes, and skills,
which, based on Bandura's self-efficacy theory,
influence the implementation of storytelling. A lack of
storytelling skills and insufficient familiarity with this
method reduce teachers' motivation and limit its use.
From the perspective of self-determination theory, the
absence of a sense of competence and emotional
connection with this method diminishes intrinsic
motivation for its implementation. Culturally,
stereotypical thinking, an emphasis on grades, and the
effects of cultural invasion present significant barriers.
These findings align with Bourdieu's theory of cultural
reproduction, as dominant societal values influence the
acceptance or rejection of storytelling. Additionally,
organizational  structures,  resource  shortages,
inadequate support, and flawed educational policies do
not provide the necessary conditions for promoting
storytelling. From the perspective of Parsons' social
systems theory, the lack of alignment between
educational structures and learning objectives
marginalizes this method. Finally, educational barriers
include the misalignment of storytelling with
curriculum content, weaknesses in assessment
methods, and limited instructional time, which, based
on Sweller’s cognitive load theory, place additional
strain on teachers and students.

In response to these challenges, nine categories of
strategies for storytelling development in schools were

identified. Establishing "storytelling schools" with an
emphasis on meaningful learning, implementing
national storytelling programs, training storytelling
teachers, enhancing students' storytelling skills, and
organizing storytelling festivals are among the
proposed measures. Parental involvement, leveraging
modern technology, teacher training, and the use of
storytelling therapy can contribute to fostering a
storytelling culture and improving students' cognitive,
linguistic, social, emotional, and psychological well-
being. Ultimately, to deepen research in this field,
future studies should focus on designing narrative
pedagogy models, exploring the role of technology in
interactive storytelling, and conducting comparative
studies on international approaches.
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