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Introduction

Architectural and urban heritage as a symbol of cultural identity and historical memory plays a vital role in fostering social cohesion
and ensuring sustainable local development. Since this heritage belongs to the community, its conservation requires the active and
effective involvement of local stakeholders. Participatory approaches in heritage conservation are recognized as crucial for
preserving authenticity and enhancing the community's sense of belonging to their environment. However, the full potential of
social participation is often underutilized, revealing a significant gap between theoretical importance and practical implementation.
This issue is particularly pronounced in the context of Iran's architectural and urban heritage, where insufficient engagement can
undermine conservation efforts and lead to the loss of valuable socio-economic opportunities. Therefore, this study aimed to explore
effective mechanisms for enhancing social participation in heritage conservation and develop both conceptual and practical

strategies to strengthen community involvement in this area.

Material & Methods

This research was applied in its objectives and qualitative in
nature, utilizing the grounded theory method. Data were
collected through in-depth semi-structured interviews with 26
participants, including managers, experts, and academic
faculty members with practical experience in architectural
conservation and urban regeneration in the cities of Tabriz
and Urmia. Participants were purposefully selected using the
snowball sampling technique and interviews continued until
theoretical saturation was reached. The data analysis process
was conducted in 3 stages: identifying key concepts,
grouping these concepts into sub-categories, and extracting
the main categories most relevant to the research question.
The study analyzed and interpreted 7 main strategies and 36
sub-categories, along with their underlying concepts, aiming
at enhancing social participation in the conservation of

historical sites. To ensure the validity of the findings, 4
criteria—credibility, transferability, dependability, and
confirmability—were applied and the results were reviewed
by selected interviewees and subject matter experts.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The findings of this study underscored the critical role of
social participation in achieving sustainable conservation of
historical sites. By utilizing a qualitative and grounded theory
approach, the research developed an analytical framework
that identified and explaind 7 integrated strategies across 4
interconnected levels: motivation, empowerment, institution-
building, and communication. These strategies not only
facilitated community involvement, but also addressed the
systemic and structural requirements of participatory heritage
management. One of the central strategies known as the main

*Corresponding author

Abizadeh, E., & Ghadimzadeh, S. (2025). Explaining architectural and urban heritage conservation strategies with an approach to enhancing social
participation. Strategic Research on Social Problems, 14(4), 117-162. https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113

3041-8623/ © University of Isfahan

E883

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND/4.0/ License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

d https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113


https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3041-8623
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113
https://ssoss.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3041-8623
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5330-8194

118

category of  "knowledge-based  management and
comprehensive studies" emphasized the necessity of a
multidisciplinary approach that encompassed scientific,
social, educational, and institutional  dimensions.
Collaborative studies with stakeholders provided a robust
foundation for sustainable conservation that aligned with
contemporary needs. Furthermore, empowering local
communities through economic incentives, supportive
policies, participatory planning, and cultural promotion
enhanced community ownership and fostered long-term
engagement in heritage processes. Education and awareness-
raising, both formal and informal, also emerged as crucial
elements. These encompassed professional training, public
education, and identity-based learning approaches that
encouraged civic participation. Additionally, integrated
participatory-expert management ensured quality through
strategic planning and professional oversight, while
promoting public involvement in decision-making and
implementation processes. The strategy of sustainable
conservation, revitalization, and adaptive reuse highlighted
the importance of functional and cultural rehabilitation in
harmony with urban development goals. Initiatives, such as
heritage-compatible  uses, tourism development, and
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community-driven cultural revival, contributed to both
economic sustainability and enhanced local identity.
Institutional coherence was vital as evidenced by the
institutional integration and synergy strategy, which
advocated for supportive governmental frameworks, inter-
organizational coordination, and multi-level partnerships.
Finally, transparency and trust-building at both organizational
and community levels were essential for ensuring
accountability and encouraging continuous stakeholder
participation. Despite methodological limitations, such as the
qualitative focus and limited local representation, this
research presented a conceptual model that offered a cohesive
and scalable framework for participatory conservation.
Effective implementation, however, required gradual policy
reform, capacity building within institutions, and enhanced
inter-organizational coordination. Future research should
adopt mixed methods and broaden stakeholder representation
to improve applicability and policy relevance.

Keywords: Social Participation, Conservation of Historical
places, Management of Cultural Heritage, Participatory
Strategies, Grounded Theory.
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Fig 1- Integrated conceptual model of social participation theories

5 5 St s ol 058 a Jald Jha s ol
(S b Sl bl Gl s S 5 Ol ke (il 134 4l
Sl Dbt 5 Ol pte (©pmmalin 5 (6 S50 5
slasl (z 5 G (2 AL 83 55 Gl 5 4t
oS de Shlsl b (6 ) il gl bel&ills adecia
Ladda (6,84 ged 3l esliad L o8 s e L Ol

OB W s da-lme i ol SridslS s S
53 s &S D13 s (RIS e sdle (s
baamLaae Llos 5 date (slasis 53 oo palsm b Joles
a=las Y1 C)"’?"‘ﬁﬁ‘:‘jl’i wlsl (g ks CL..N\ O Ol UG
A plil liedls &k ol 55 8 S oo
L s (88 a5 s Sl a8 358 0 G o
b oansd & 5lo a5 550 axlpe i Glaesls | oalie

CL,.J\ ol g 5 LAl el i ddb sl

ool oS5l Lol slal sl adls Jue di

S 03 S o el slaag B L g s
s 5y g3t wlse b ST el G Ol ele|
O b ool oolazel o oS A o OIS iy (slaa 2
(S s Al b 53 Cdlid e ()50 SlaS Ll
Ole wilie 2,15 5 oy gloslgs (ol ol S5 a5
Lin Jlelse o Fege ) o ol 5 (s slaelSans
5 o33l Alesls ralS 1) p5 e She S 5Lt 5 0SSl aS
(S5 5 oV VY s 5 Ol N E T sl i

(veey

SRR I
‘_54;“5 L&L.:ALAJIG_:)\) 65;9& (sl bl 4.:.&'&)}3 U‘i'}J
Goos laa >l 20 5 b5l s lmesls .ol

fal A3 (6,515 ,8 aids VY B Y Ol b ansl bt e

d https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113


https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113

Vit sler ooled (01)) olo osless o)l o slat Jilas (605l sla a3y Y1

5 o3lmd8) L3y edd pluli s o b Uuae ¥ 5 ol
5 posie Jdod Gl e ol S e (160 OlKes
el anllas OF 3 ol oLl slas ol (g 5 Goans
b slasS Lesls [ 5 6138 dl 3 suenlsl

Loosrmse glosmaly S5k g ol ob aS A3

6\4_%)} QL:;JQJ 3 —a—al Lgu:alf.,u”: 3 (.5]5°)€'3
2 el plal a5l lag i b
ungSCS)LZw V- DUy J:A;_.:w" ~ Olas i

el 0 43()\ Y J)u\> B

las a5 aSgsba il ol YE dlas o (g b
SIS szl calie (YT YE (slaoslad) UL
8 e Gramen il Glhgpan el OV L L Loy
s sy dlie Jdss sl a5 als Ll sies
S s b (BIS SLa Laesls oS 33 0L £y e ]
Wl Bl G oS o peos (55 L
Slandlas szl 55 sl Eash oS ool S 0LLS
S lie gl slas al, OF js &S col 4 S plonil (et
Sleslewl b (s e 5 oloms Sl s Bl 5o olaz]

dode can CAB s Slee sloesls il 1y 5 slvesls & ks

SE WL piambas Slaseis —Y Jsd=

Table 2- Interviewees’ characteristics

ks Sy (5 i
Y Yy\-¢»
\Y £\-0
v AR o
Y sl A
Y ol
Ve Ll b ls heami plais
Ve 1S5 samiils 5183
3 S Sl Lils
M Sols
) o ol o
A e Slaly
0 Solens
0 S5 Sl b s RS ki,
0 sl e Ol s
Y Sl (553 (53 Sler Sy pils

Sloara 5 S5l ie e bS], (S e Sl
Lo sme ol Ao gazmn 5 OV G OB W pbalias ol
Lcﬂy WSl e e slel a8 S m)“ GlaSa
L OB L sdamlae A3l slaw 2 5 S0 sl
53k ooy s s SN s LS
O Al gn D8y da-las b S T pblesl

QL:.: b b}ﬁ- dLﬁJL@,A__.Lﬁ 9 CJL:.:fJ cLbclS/J‘..a_.J Cad ghzes

4l ot Lwansd slaaloae Sl laosls (55515 5 (s

A eslial sdid b i3l SV g 5 by el
5 Sl (ass Gus i 5L Ls ) e
bl sy i N el 5 LBas s ld il Ol
Jolse (s 5 S e )l g am s 5 il
bl 3 S5l SaSe S 55la 5 oS ke Giss
5Ll (oo o SS5 e 5 5 S0 NS

d https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113


https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113

‘Y a:b'r.i.,\; Ao 9 o:b'&l )Ul

ol S5l Gl S, b e 5 obere Sl e S Chlas slas pal) s

loosls Jubows Al 3 ol lbilB Ll 3l (gl ccpiman Al
35 05 M jaate g3 by odal sy &b
A bl Fas (00 5

laaily

8 oo aly 8115 algh SV sie gl sl eolpesls & o
GSAS Il b G bl 4SS 5 G ook
S gme QNS S i A b S edal 5 VY
bis ol s plulis glas mly b s cpl 53 5,8
SIS {5 | VPN N LA *¥ S GBI P SUR | ST
5 $sr Dl (Ul (glpe 51 OB L e boas Gias
Spaly o L0l 8l s js 0S5l 83 eSS
5 sl Glads ad e aoalide et Al (Gl pl o
DS S i S 005 Juloed 5 0l gy SO
05 CSHlise (65 558 5 okl ‘d{’ slaaY &S i Sa

el i OF Js

9 e Sl Capd) Lol Agie i g Julow

(ol Sladlae
ol ddgie a8 das 0 DL gk laassly oo
Jyie in Jiw* (‘C‘l? Ql—*-‘%;)ywdii\s S o)
3 e 5,500, Sl ke slal a8 il b e o
rl @Blass S e SHte CBlis |y apll
2 Sl 5 e S5 s s Sl s

(VW dsde) cl Sl 3l cbles 5 oy pie

4 Dependability
5 Confirmability
6 Member Checking

58 olal 55 aslse 4 Olg o VG e Sl S
a5 Solere Dl el bl
5 Jalss o fete T2 i G S § gt Lo )
ssleay GlaSe plla js en e ESLls G glas el
S o e S S Sy gy Ui
s 555 B e 5 bl s gy 5 S,
(SN sl a3 3 pe LS LA o5 3
Bl G258 IS Ll oo (Sl (g3l pmamal oy sLine
Lol U155 0 6555 S 30 150 2S5l o

;&f&h&_&(hh};}u)JbVJJﬂdﬁv\iCﬁgwj

Sy s g 0 Ll e ool 5o Sl am Sals 2l 58l

S’J.'S;ﬁasui&fé Sl 3l Cblem s £,
SUtoals 5315 it o 31 Lsesls ol ol
(1998) \&;4.)_}5 3 sl il 3,055 p e St
o gmots s ol 53 AS laesls e aid eslanal
d> o 3y ol wfu&u}.\_.:cb_a\ 3
S o plad S oo 3l BN s
e 5 A 550 ek O on baslas (glse
Yoo sgde s 0 ol 5o S S el g lS
e3> Al pe 3 el Sl b baaslae Ot p e
o iaiws Lases 5 alie SbalS (5590 )IISS)
oy A e o3 Calgnn il LS LS e b aalie
L Slls 6y sman 5 ol Y i (bl 6,10808)
L G Jl L DL espie Sl (i &S
Excel s Word (glaalyl, sla il 51l 3 IS s e 2ls
oslit ol alie 5 LUS sl 5 dies S oanpk (sl
shre Sl 3l dmazly (ols0) Lleel 51 oliabl ol
Sl 5 folabl bl FILE bl Tl ok
o g Ll JmS S 1l cal s eslinad Sl
il OB S S e 5l 8 ae Loy el 5 s 4 S
! Strauss & Corbin

2 Credibility
3 Transferability

d https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113


https://doi.org/10.22108/srspi.2025.145059.2113

Vit sler ooled (01)) olo osless o)l o slat Jilas (605l sla a3y YA

((C\? Oldlae K J_,’Mu:a".: C,._[ﬁ.h)) J—sﬂ :\.‘_’L: b."‘"‘}i) S-\.ﬁ&bu u&}ﬁ ‘5\.&4.‘_,5.4 K} F’Am -y J}.,\:-
Table 3- Identified concepts and sub-categories under the main category of «Knowledge-based management and
comprehensive studies»
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Table 7- Identified concepts and sub-categories under the main category of «sustainable conservation,
revitalization, and reuse»
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Table 9- Identified concepts and sub-categories under the main category of «nstitutional and social transparency

and trust-building)
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Fig 2- Network-based conceptual model of social participation in architectural and urban heritage conservation
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