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Abstract

Although there are many different definitions of culture based on different
philosophical and theoretical foundations, there is consensus on the principle of
cultural change as a dynamic process, especially since the end of the 20th century.
The occurrence of the Islamic revolution in Iran, based on the religious beliefs and
jurisprudence of Shia Islam, revealed the importance and role of culture as the
dominant factor in the occurrence of the revolution and the creation of a huge
cultural transformation.

This research has been done by delving into the views and opinions of the
supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei (may God bless him and grant him
peace), with the aim of strengthening the Islamic and native discourse and in
response to the nature of cultural developments from his perspective and the
strategy to deal with them. In this fundamental research, the approach of the
researchers is of a descriptive-analytical type, the data of which has been collected
by documentary and library methods and analyzed in a qualitative way. According
to the results of the research, the Supreme Leader considers cultural developments
as a divine tradition and their occurrence in the society is certain and inevitable,
and by taking an active and positive position in facing it and paying attention to
some important negative and positive principles, it is possible to manage They
believe in these developments and consider the intellectual and cultural elites of the
area and influential and respected thinkers to be the guardians of the cultural
transformation.

Keywords: Strategy, Requirements, Cultural transformation, Supreme Ayatollah
Imam Khamenei.
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Extended abstract

Abstract

Although there are many and varied definitions of culture based on
different philosophical and theoretical foundations, there is a consensus on
the principle of cultural change and transformation as a dynamic process,
especially since the late 20th century. The occurrence of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran, based on religious beliefs and jurisprudential thought of
Shiite Islam, demonstrated the importance and role of culture as the
dominant aspect in the emergence of the revolution and the creation of a
huge cultural transformation. This research was conducted by exploring
the opinions and views of the Supreme Leader, Her Eminence Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, with the aim of strengthening Islamic and indigenous
discourse and in response to the question of what is cultural change, what
stance and basis is necessary to face it, and who is in charge of this
confrontation?

In this fundamental research, the researchers' approach is descriptive-
analytical, with data collected through documentary and library methods and
analyzed using thematic analysis. Based on the research results, the Supreme
Leader considers cultural changes to be a divine tradition and considers their
occurrence in society to be certain and inevitable and by taking an active and
positive stance in confronting it, as well as paying attention to some
important negative and positive principles, they believe in the possibility of
managing these developments, and they consider the intellectual and cultural
elites of the field, university, and influential and obedient thinkers to be the
ones responsible for cultural transformation in society.

Purpose
1- Explaining the concept of cultural transformation from the perspective
of the Supreme Leader
2- Understanding the strategy for confronting cultural transformation
from the perspective of the Supreme Leader
3- Identifying the negative and positive requirements for confronting
cultural transformation from the perspective of the Supreme Leader
Design/methodology/approach
This research is of a fundamental type with a descriptive-analytical
approach. The data collection method is documentary and library, and the
qualitative data analysis was carried out using thematic analysis technique;
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thematic analysis is a method for identifying, analyzing, and reporting
patterns in qualitative data. This method is a process for analyzing textual
data that transforms scattered and diverse data into rich and detailed data.

In this study, all statements and messages of the Supreme Leader since
1988 have been examined and counted through purposeful sampling using
the terms "transformation” and "culture™ and their related concepts. The
results obtained after open coding were categorized and conclusions were
drawn. The validity of this study is of a face type and its reliability was
measured using the Holst method.

Findings

By examining the Supreme Leader's statements in achieving the research
objectives, it was determined that from her perspective:

1- The basic meaning of transformation is a movement of content renewal
and movement towards improvement, and transformation should not be
confused with abandonment, anarchy, structural change, and stagnation Its
most fundamental form is revolution, and among the revolutions of the
world, the Islamic Revolution has been the greatest transformation and
change of power throughout our history. But this transformation has the
following characteristics: it is the work of God, it takes time, and it is an
unchanging divine tradition that can bring about change in the world.

It is inevitable and no one can stand against it and it is a tradition of
history with two sides, right and wrong. From their perspective, evolution
has no limits and is renewed with new ideas and all institutions of the
world need it and its correct meaning is having specific principles based on
Islam and the Quran.

2- In the face of change, one must welcome it, move in the right direction,
and manage it. One should not confront change, confront it, or be hostile to
it, but rather one should neither suppress it nor surrender to it, one should
not abandon it, and one should not run away from it.

3- In the face of change, there are two categories of negative and positive
requirements; the positive requirements of this confrontation include:
explaining the foundations of Islamic thought and the main pillars and
lines of the revolution, believing in the basis of values, moving towards
values and progress and excellence with the aim of strengthening the
foundations and principles of the revolution and taking into account the
standards of ethics, spirituality, divine knowledge, philanthropy and the
main elements of national identity and encompassing all changes. This
path must be led by a thoughtful and influential center, managed by elites,
and it must be carried out in the right direction, permanently, with
appropriate speed, and with the aim of strengthening the foundations and
principles of the revolution.

His Holiness has also pointed out the negative requirements of this
confrontation, including that confronting change should not mean



deconstruction and undermining. There should be no class or even national
perspective, but rather all of humanity should be considered, and in this
confrontation, very effective traditional methods should not be neglected
and communication with the people should not be severed.

Research limitations/implications

Since the discourses of reactionary thought opposed to change and
innovation, liberal and Western thought, as well as Marxist and conflict-
based thought, have supporters in society as counter-discourses that
contradict the discourse of the Supreme Leader conducting applied
research focusing on how cultural transformation occurs in Islamic society,
explaining the role of the media in this transformation, and identifying the
capacities of the new generation of youth to facilitate transformation can
be appropriate topics for future research.

Practical implications

There are foundations for cultural transformation in society that can be
divided into two categories: positive and negative. Positive foundations of
transformation include being goal-oriented (growth, elevation, and benefit
of man as a human being), based on ethics, spirituality, divine knowledge,
philanthropy, and human connections and emotions, aligned with high
human goals and ideals such as justice, constituting social stability, and
having transformation within the framework.

It must be planned and based on the creation of an independent Iranian-
Islamic model, arising from the country's spirituality and needs, and based
on Islamic and religious intellectual foundations and principles and
intellectual support. In addition, in this transformation, it is necessary to
consider negative principles, including avoiding deconstruction,
undermining, disrupting the foundation of national identity (taking into
account elements of Islamic-Iranian identity), and the liberal model.

Social implications

The scientific community believes that in the evolutionary approaches of
the contemporary era, the most important sources of knowledge can still be
considered revelation (the Book and tradition), reason, sense, and
experience, which, while avoiding epistemological exclusivism, emphasize
the plurality of sources of knowledge, and among these, the importance
and position of revelation is distinguished and special and by setting
policies, taking an active and positive stance in the face of cultural change,
and also paying attention to some important negative and positive
principles, these changes can be managed. In addition, the main guardians
of cultural change in society are the intellectual and cultural elites of the
field and university, and with the greater participation of these guardiansin
cultural change, we can witness a change in the right direction and in
accordance with Islamic-Iranian values.
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Originality/value

This research is important because it focuses on Islamic and indigenous
sociological studies based on the discourse of the Islamic Revolution of
Iran and contributes to the development of indigenous-Islamic studies,
which has practical value in terms of promoting Islamic and indigenous
discourse among the country's managers. Changing the perspective from
non-indigenous sociological theories, which mainly have non-theological
theoretical foundations, to indigenous-Islamic theories can be one of the
innovations of this research.

Keywords: Strategy, Requirements, Culture, Cultural identity, Cultural
transformation.
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