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Abstract

Today, media and mass communication have become of great importance in influenc-
ing societies. To build a desirable Islamic society, it is essential that the media com-
ply with Islamic standards. This research, with a qualitative approach and relying on
the content analysis method, has examined Western theories and Muslim research, and
analyzed Qur’anic data and related media theories in order to explain the functions of
Islamic media and design a communication model of the Holy Qur’an. Accordingly, the
functions of Qur’anic-based Islamic media were determined to include “attraction and
influence”, “purification and preparation of soul and mind”, “individual guidance”, and
“nation-building and leadership”. Also, the communication model of the Holy Qur’an
was explained based on three levels of revelation, communication and interpretation.
And by presenting the main elements of communication, the factors affecting them and
the communication process at each level, its communication model was designed based
on Quranic data. In this model, emphasis was placed on issues such as interference, feed-
back, factors affecting message reception, effects on recipients, and especially the role of
the Ahl al-Bayt (AS). In general, utilizing the Holy Qur’an as a media model in various
fields can bring about a fundamental change in the performance and efficiency of Islamic
media and pave the way for society to achieve its divine goals.
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| Extended Abstract |

The Qur’anic Model of Islamic Media: The Communication
Model and Its Functions

Mohammad Amir Kasmaei , Seyed Abdolrasoul Hosseinizadeh ,
Seyed Hamid Mirkhandan

Objective: The main objective of this research is to present a model of Islamic media
inspired by the Holy Qur’an. Given the vital role of media in the contemporary world
and the fundamental difference between the Islamic worldview and the prevailing
attitudes in global media, it is necessary to develop models that are consistent with
Islamic values. Focusing on the Holy Qur’an as the most complete divine instrument,
this research seeks to extract and clarify two fundamental aspects of its media model:
The Functions of Media from the Qur’anic Perspective and its Unique Communica-
tion Model. The importance of the research lies in providing a revelation-based theo-
retical framework to guide and reform the performance of media in Islamic societies,
which takes into account not only the content of the Holy Qur’an but also its commu-
nication method. The central issue of the research revolves around how to formulate
Islamic media theories that focus on the Holy Qur’an, as opposed to predominantly
secular Western models. This research addresses two main questions: First, what are
the most important functions of Islamic media based on the teachings and objectives
of the Holy Qur’an? Second, what are the processes, elements, levels, and factors in-
fluencing the communication model in the Holy Qur’an? Answering these questions
can provide the basis for designing media policies and programs in Islamic societies.

Methodology: This interdisciplinary research was conducted using a qualitative de-
scriptive analytical approach with a library method. Data were collected and analyzed
using content analysis and a survey of the Holy Qur’an and authentic interpretations.
First, Western communication theories were examined, followed by an analysis of
verses related to communication and divine message through direct reference to the
Qur’an and narrations. Finally, from a comparative perspective, Qur’anic findings
were compared to existing theories to extract the functions of Islamic media and the
Qur’anic communication model, with a focus on modeling the Holy Quran as a prac-
tical media example.

Findings: The research findings include two main parts:

1. Functions of Islamic Media: An analysis of the Holy Qur’an identified four main
functions of Islamic media:

* Attraction and Influence: Using aesthetics and natural content to attract and positive-
ly influence addressees.

* Purification and Preparation of the Soul and Mind: Removing neglect, purifying the
soul, and inviting thought to prepare the recipient to receive the truth.
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* Individual Guidance and Counseling: Directing listeners toward the truth through
methods such as good preaching, warning or encouraging, and presenting the correct
vision.

* Nation Building and Leadership: Striving to create social solidarity based on faith
and deliberation, promoting justice and the rule of divine laws at the societal level.

2. The Communication Model in the Holy Qur’an: This model was analyzed at three
levels:

* The Revelation Level: Personal communication between God and the Prophet
(PBUH) through the message of the Qur’an and non-Quranic revelations, without the
possibility of interruption.

* The Propagation Level: The Prophet (PBUH), as the means, conveyed the message
of the Holy Qur’an to the early recipients through limited mass communication media.
* The Interpretive Level: After the demise of the Prophet (PBUH), the Holy Qur’an
itself became the primary means of unlimited mass communication. One of the most
important features of this level is the presence of two integrated parallel channels: the
Holy Qur’an (the primary means) and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) (the interpretive means).
This model includes an analysis of the elements of communication (sender, message,
channels, receiver), feedback (direct from the Qur’an and indirect from the Ahl al-
Bayt), interferences (obstacles to understanding the Qur’an), factors influencing the
receiver’s understanding, and the ultimate effects of communication (serenity, guid-
ance, Islamic pragmatism, etc.).

Conclusion: As a divine means of communication, the Holy Qur’an has a comprehen-
sive communication model and functions that can serve as the basic model for Islam-
ic communication. The four functions identified (absorption, purification, guidance,
and nation-building) represent a guiding and integrated process. The Holy Quran’s
three-level communication model (revelation, propagation, and interpretation), which
emphasizes the pivotal role of the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) after the Prophet
(PBUH), presents a dynamic picture of divine communication. Modeling these find-
ings can help Islamic media preserve religious identity and achieve the goals of Islam-
ic society more effectively. This research represents a step toward Islamic theorizing
in the field of media and emphasizes the need for more Qur’anic research in this area.

Keywords: Islamic Media, Communication Model, Media Function, the Holy Qur’an,
Media and Religion.
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