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Article Info ABSTRACT

This study explores the dimensions and processes driving the recent influx of Afghan migrants
to Tehran following the Taliban's takeover in 2021. Using a data-driven constructivist
Research Article approach, the article aims to explore the understanding and experiences of Afghan migrants,
starting from their decision to migrate during the Taliban's ascension in Afghanistan. Data was
collected through semi-structured in-depth interviews with 25 participants in Tehran city.

Article type:

Article history: Based on the results of data analysis, 11 themes were extracted. These themes, including the
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Revised: 2025/07/22 ethnic constraints, poverty and unemployment, proximity to Iran, easier entry to Iran,
Accepted: 2025/08/30 educational facilities in Iran, absence of war in Iran, and ultimately the central theme of
Published online: 2025-9-20  “involuntary migration”, have practical implications for understanding and addressing

migration patterns and factors. These findings offer practical insights into understanding and
addressing migration trends and drivers. The study reveals that recent Afghan migrants to Iran

Keywords: have predominantly been compelled to flee due to insecurity, social biases, economic
International migration, hardships, and limited migration options to other countries. Recommendations include
Forced migration, War, enhancing security in Afghanistan, facilitating voluntary repatriation and reintegration of
Insecurity, Afghan migrants,  recent migrants, and considering selective residency options for certain migrants to manage the
Taliban.. current migration flow effectively.
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