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Abstract

Revolution or insurrection as a social phenomenon has been the subject of
international law in some respects. Although revolution and suppression of
revolution is not prohibited in international law, in certain forms of
government including those based on colonialism, occupation and apartheid,
the people's uprising is recognized. An old and unstable stream is evident in
the practice of some states as to the recognition of illegitimacy of governments
breaching human rights and humanitarian laws and undemocratic
governments. The revolutionist movement may be recognized as a belligerent,
the representative of the people or a government in exile. In case of being
premature and against de jure recognition of the central government, this
recognition would be amounted to interference in internal affairs of the state.
Becoming successful, the revolution would be faced with the subject of
succession to international treaties, international debts and international
responsibility. While less doubt exists regarding the succession of
governments resulting from revolution to international treaties and
international responsibility, there are different practices and views over the
succession to international debts. In the event of unsuccessfulness of the
revolution, international responsibility of revolutionists would not be
transmitted to the central government on the ground of force majeure. In the
revolutions occurred in the region called Islamic Awakening in countries such
as Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Bahrain, Syria and Yemen, there is no practice
supportive of the doctrine of illegitimacy of undemocratic regimes. As with
succession, only the practice of Libyan revolution in support of doctrine of
no-obligation in odious debts could be seen..
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‘Statehood

‘Constitutive Recognition Theory

sovereignty

“effectivity

®Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 14th

December 1960 (UN Doc A/RES/1514(8(V1; Universal realization of the right of peoples to
self-determination A/RES/47/83 December 1992

* Colonial, foreign and alien domination A/RES/1514(XV) (1960); colonial and foreign

domination and alien sugju ation A/RES/37/43 (1982); alien subjugation, domination and
exploitation A/RES/47/83 (1992).
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right to revolution- right to revolt- right to rebel- right to rebellion

“Social contract

“constitutionalism

‘it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it

99 °The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights
of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.
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