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Abstract

Although it is possible to present a general and apparent interpretation of the foundations
and justifications of the idea of "governance" through understanding the structure and legal
developments of societies and considering the way citizens and the state interact,
understanding its underlying layers (the issue of governance) is completely inconsistent
with such an attitude. Based on this belief, the present research aims to gain a sound
understanding of the theoretical foundations of governance in Islamic and medieval
thought, and then to evaluate and interpret this idea among Islamic thinkers and compare it
with the mindset of Western thinkers in the Middle Ages. The approach that governs this
comparative assessment is such that first introduces the theoretical foundations of
governance in Shiite and Sunni political thought, and then to examine the conceptual
developments of governance in the thinking of prominent Western thinkers in the Middle
Ages, regardless of the differences and similarities with Islamic governance. The
theoretical framework of the present article, in an analytical-descriptive manner, considers
the guiding theoretical foundations of governance in the components of Shiite thinkers'
thought to be based on the theory of ‘Tmamate’ and in Sunni thought, on the theory of
‘caliphate’; and in comparison, it seeks the theoretical foundation of the idea of governance
from the perspective of Western legal philosophers and theologians of the Middle Ages in
the light of the theory of ‘divine sovereignty’. Finally, with an interpretive approach (legal
hermeneutics), it aims to point out a governance model that is compatible and consistent
with both views.
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the middle ages, divine sovereignty.
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3. Homos hominus lupus est/ Man is a wolf to man
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1. Ontological approach

2. Homo Credens

3. Homo Politicus

4. Augustine of Hippo/ also known as Saint Augustine (354-28 August 430).
5. Martin Heidegger (1889-1976)

6. Hans-Georg Gadamer (1900-2002)
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