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Abstract

Although nationality has been the focus of national and international institutions since the
distant past, governments have not acted uniformly in determining the citizenship criteria
of individuals, which sometimes results in statelessness and sometimes the realization of
dual citizenship. One of the very important issues in this field is the issue of citizenship of
children from multinational marriages, which is examined in the present research, with a
descriptive, analytical and comparative method, while examining the existing laws, books,
articles and other related scientific-legal sources. It has been examined to determine how
the citizenship of children from multinational marriages is determined in the Middle East
countries such as lIraq, Jordan, Egypt and Afghanistan; Do they all follow the same
approach or not, and if there is a difference in the chosen method, which method is closer
to the interest of the child and can be used in Iran’'s legal system. While a group of countries
in the Middle East such as Jordan, Iraq and the United Arab Emirates, by applying
traditional laws, except in exceptional cases, continue to transfer citizenship from father to
child, as a result of which there is a high probability of children becoming stateless; Others
such as Afghanistan and Egypt have recognized the transfer of nationality from mother and
father equally to the child; and thus have taken an important step in the direction of
protecting the right of the child to have citizenship from birth. The United States of
America is also in the last group and has recognized the transfer of citizenship from both
father and mother. Certainly, the latter method, by adding a series of restrictions and
conditions to prevent the doubling of citizenship, can also be used by the Iranian legislator.
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1. Abidjan

2. Economic Community of West African States(ECPWAS)

3. Abidjan Declaration of Ministers of ECOWAS Member States on Eradication of Statelessness, 25
February 2015, available at: http://www.refworld.org/docid/54f588df4.html.

4. Banjul

5. Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Plan of Action on Eradication of
Statelessness, 2017-2024, 2017, available at: http://www.refworld.org/docid/5915c88a4.html.

6. https://reliefweb.int/report/irag/irag-statelessness-report-september-2022
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1. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

2. Convention on the Rights of the Child

3. Universal Declaration of Human Rights, (‘UDHR’)

4. Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness (1961 Convention

5. #IBelong To Campaign to End Statelessness in 10 years, launched in November 2014

6. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

7. Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs)

8. International non-governmental Organization (INGOs)

9. Non-governmental Organization (NGOSs)

10. (Organization of Islamic Cooperation-Covenant on the Rights of the Child in Islam (CRCI))
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1. https://mww.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2023/06/press-release-geneva-summit-
garners-action-to-tackle-gender-discriminatory-nationality-laws

2. https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/6221ecla4d.pdf

3. https://www.unicef.org/mena/press-releases/international-human-rights-day-un-agencies-and-global-
campaign-equal-nationality.
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2. Article 3: A person shall be considered Iraqi if: a. he/ she is born to an Iraqi father or an Iragi mother;
b. he/ she is born in Irag to unknown parents. A foundling found in Iraqg shall, in the absence of proof
to the contrary, be considered to have been born therein.

3. The Minister may consider Iragi any person born outside Iraq to an Iragi mother and an unknown or
stateless father, if he chooses the Iragi nationality, within one year from coming of age (reaching the
age of maturity), unless he fails to do so, due to difficult circumstances, provided that he is residing
within Iraqg at the time of application for the Iragi nationality.

4. www.refworld.org/pdfid/6221eclad.pdf
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1. The Minister may consider Iraqi anyone who was born within Iraq to a non-Iragi father, who was also
born in Irag, had come of age and had been habitually residing therein at the time of child's birth,
provided the child will apply for the Iragi nationality.

2. https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2007917/5cd198ad7.pdf

3. https://arabstates.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/Irag%20Country%20Assessment%20-
%20English_0.pdf
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1. https://reliefweb.int/report/irag/irag-statelessness-report-september-2022

2. https://mww.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2023/06/press-release-geneva-summit-
garners-action-to-tackle-gender-discriminatory-nationality-laws

3. https://www.icfuae.org.uk/sites/default/files/Statelessness-in-UAE.pdf
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3. A child will be considered a citizen of Afghanistan regardless of whether he or she was born inside or

outside the territory of Afghanistan if one of his or her parents is a citizen of Afghanistan and the other
is not or his or her citizenship is not established.
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