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Abstract

There are two different views about whether Surah Ma’arej is Meccan or Medinan, one
is popular and the other unpopular. The proponents of popular view believe that the whole
Surah is Meccan. On the contrary, the proponents of unpopular view emphasize that the
whole surah or at least a part of it is Medinan. Each group provides different arguments to
prove their view. The present paper seeks to evaluate the claims and arguments of both
groups, using a library-descriptive method, reviewing different Shia and Sunni
interpretations, reviewing the occasions of revelation of these verses in the Surah, and
elaborating on the relationship between the verses. Of course, in doing so, it mainly focuses
on Sunni resources. The reviews reveal that the popular opinion has not decisive and absolute
arguments, that it is not true to regard the aforementioned Surah as Meccan, and that
insistence on Surah Ma’arej as being Meccan by its proponents is based on theological,
religious or sectarian motivations.

Key words: critique, popular opinion, Sunni and Shia commentaries, Surah Ma’arej,
Meccan, Medinan.
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