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Abstract

The theory of “structural exegesis” in the sense that there is thematic and conceptual
integrity and cohesion among verses of every chapter in the Quran relies on “revelatory
arrangement of verses” and “thematic cohesion in the Qur’anic chapters”; and like any
other theory, it has some supporters and opponents. Allameh Tabatabaii -Shi’ite great
commentator- and Seyed Qotb and Sa’iid Hawwa -two Sunni great commentators-
believe in this theory and are committed to its principles so that the effects of this belief
is noticeable in their exegeses (Tafsir al-Mizan, al-Asas fi at-Tafsir, and fi Zilal al-
Qur’an). This article aims to defend this theory based on descriptive analysis, and it
compares the structural exegeses conducted by three abovementioned commentators on
the holy Surah Shura as well as its central theme. The results of this study indicate that
despite trivial methodological differences, the commentators in all three above exegeses
introduce the subject of revelation as a central theme of Surah Shura which confirms the
aforementioned interpretative theory as a standard and non-subjective method.
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The Comparative Semantics of the Term Irteqab
(Revelation) in Sunni and Shi’ite Exegesis
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Abstract

Translators of the words of Wahy (revelation) have considered some vocabularies as
synonymous with each other in the translation of the Qur’an. Moreover, sometimes they
have applied one single meaning as equivalent for different Arabic words in the Qur’an
while paying attention to the accurate meaning of the words is a way to untangle the
mystery of some Quranic verses and traditions. Using pictorial translation can provide a
more meaningful translation than what Sunni and Shi’ite translators have already stated
in their books. The term “Irteqab” in Sunni and Shi’ite exegesis is considered as
synonymous with “waiting” so its semantic delicacies are ignored. Comparing Sunni and
Shi’ite exegetic theories, it is attempted in this study to delve deep into the ignored points
in translation and to analyze the semantics of the term using pictorial interpretative
method relying on the Qur’an and the style of the verses in the story of Nageh Saleh (the
miracle camel of Prophet Saleh) in Surah al-Qamar. In addition to maintaining
conceptual structure and consistency with the concepts provided by verbal dictionaries,
the pictorial interpretative method in this study represents more accurate, tangible, and
practical meaning along with the Quranic divine programs for the intended words.
Among Sunni and Shi’ite early commentators, Zeyd ibn Ali, Hasan ibn Abi al-Hasan,
Abu Sa’iid Khudri, and most importantly Imam Ali (PBUH) have discussed the subject
of “Irteqab in Surah Ad-Dukhan” more precisely.

Keywords
Picture Exegesis, Semantics of Irteqab, Surah al-Qamar, Saleh, Sunni and Shi’ite
Exegeses
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