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Abstract

The existence of some common interpretive features between Shi’ites and Sunnis in al-
Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an indicates the author’s motivation to write a proximiting exegesis
of the Qur’an. This fact has been quite effective in the manner of Muhammad b. Hasan
TiisT (385-460/995-1067) to convey interpretive narrations, especially those belong to ahl
al-bayt (Prophetic household). In the following centuries, this manner of interpreting was
applied in some other Shi’ite exegeses, especially Majma“ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an of
Fadl b. Hasan Tabrist (454-532/1073-1154). Some Sunni scholars have praised Tabris1’s
moderative manner and thus his interpretation can be considered a successful example of
proximiting exegesis of the Qur’an. However, considering the precedence of al-Tibyan
over Majma' al-Bayan, as well as TabrisT’s use of the same mode of interpretive
moderation, the suggested manner should first be sought in al-Tibyan. The present article
has investigated the proximiting characteristics of interpretive narrations in these two
exegeses by using the method of textual analysis and comparison of narrations. Attention
to non-Shi’ite sources, quoting many narrations of the Prophet Muhammad and ‘Alf b.
Abi-Talib (PBUT) from Sunni sources, refraining from quoting the narrations of the
virtues of ahl al-bayt (PBUT) and condemning the first triple Caliphs, and not explicitly
quoting Shi’ite teachings, are among the proximiting features of these two Qur’anic
exegeses. Nonetheless, the use of more sources, naming Shi’ite and Sunni sources with
the priority of the former ones, as well as the abundance of Shi’ite narrations under the
Qur’anic verses in particular regarding the narrations of the virtues of ahl al-bayt, are
among the differences between Majma“ al-Bayan and al-Tibyan.
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