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Abstract
One of the very important topics in understanding the Quran is the discussion of the
apparent and inner aspects of the Quran. Some narrations have enumerated seven depths

for the Quran. Understanding the apparent aspect of the verses of the Quran is possible for

many people; however, not everyone can understand the depths of the Quran and the depth
of its depth. Some of the verses of the Holy Quran regarding which the understanding and
true intent of the speaker has become controversial among Muslim scholars are verses 19-
22 of the al-Rahman Chapter. In these verses, two seas have been mentioned that do not
mix despite converging together and from these two seas, pearls and coral are obtained.
This paper does a comparative study of the views of two prominent Shiite and Sunni
exegetes, that is, Javadi Amoli and Alusi. The findings of this study show that, despite
differences, these two exegetes share a common view regarding the apparent interpretation
of maraj al-bakrain (He merged the two seas) and al-/u "lu’ wa-/ marjan (the pearl and the
coral) in the abovementioned verse; however, they are completely different in their
esoteric exegesis of the verses.

Keywords: verses 19-22 of the al-Rahman Chapter, ta‘wil (ambiguous
interpretation), esoteric exegesis, virtues of the Ahlulbayt

* Received: 2023 Jun 26 | Received in revised from: 2023 Jul 11 | Accepted: 2023 Sep 08 | published online: 2023 Dec 21

(=] Baniasadi, R., Barghuon, F., & Barghuon. A. (2023). The Comparative Exegesis of Javadi Amoli and Alusi
regarding Maraj al-Bahrain and al-Lu’lu’ wa-l Marjan. Comparative Interpretation Research, 9 (2),

101-124. https://doi.org/10.22091/PTT.2023.9244.2223

© The authors Publisher: University of Qom


mailto:fatemi251@gmail.com
mailto:barghuon.f@gmail.com
mailto:barghun61407@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22091/PTT.2023.9244.2223
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1709-8070
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-1228-8694
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-5302-8055

102 | Comparative Interpretation Research, 2023, VOL 9, NO. 2

Introduction
Verses 19-22 of the al-Rahman Chapter are among the verses in which Shiite
and Sunni exegetes differ in terms of interpretation — both exoteric and esoteric.
These verses, while enumerating various blessings of God, talk about two seas
that meet each other but do not mix, and due to the barrier between them, they
do not affect each other and from these two seas, pearls and coral are obtained.
Other verses of the Quran have also spokennd two seas (27: 61; 35:
12; 25: 53); however, the “two seas” in our discussion have a specific
esoteric interpretation that has been mentioned in the narrations of the
Infallibles apart from the apparent meaning. This paper does a
comparative study of the views of Javadi Amoli as a Shiite exegete
and Mahmoud Alusi as a Sunni exegete in the exoteric and esoteric
exegesis of these verses.

A comparative study of verses 19-22 of al-Rahman according to the two
exegetes

Commonalities in the views of the two exegetes in the interpretation of maray al-bahrain

and al-lu’lu’ wa-1 marjan

1. From the exegetive comparison of the two views, it is clear that
both Javadi Amoli and Alusi consider the lexical meaning of
Maraj to be intermingling and despite this, both have interpreted
it as “send forward” and have said that He moved the two seas.

2. Both have considered the two seas to refer unconditionally to a
saltwater sea and a sweet water sea based on a single foundation,
and as implied by verse 53 of the al-Furgan Chapter. Regarding
its geographical referent, Alusi has not chosen a view and
similarly, Javadi Amoli has sufficed with recounting the words of
others which can be due to the caution of the two exegetes.

3. Regarding the partition between these two seas, Javadi Amoli and
Alusi indicate the presence of a barrier that stops each of the two
seas from being affected (by the other).

Differences in the views of the two exegetes in the interpretation of maraj al-bahrain and
al-lu’lu’ wa-1 marjan

1. Alusi considers the use of the word minhuma (from them) in the

verse “From them emerge the pearland the coral” [55: 22]lto mean

they are one and affect one another similar to the pollination of a

male and female and to prove his view, he explains the views of

different individuals. However, Javadi Amoli considers these

justifications and says that the exploration of divers was not

complete otherwise they may have been able to find water that is

sweet and from which pearls and coral are also extracted as God
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says that from both these types of water, pearls and coral are
obtained.

2. Javadi Amoli emphasizes that extracting pearls and coral does not
happen itself and requires diving and effort. However, Alusi says
that God extracts the pearls and coral out. But it seems that these
words are from the literal translation of the word yakhruju not that
he believes that God extracts pearls and coral and there is no need
to make any efforts to obtain them.

3. Alusi explains the word la yabghiyan (do not overstep) to explain
the pass and barrier between the two seas and mentions some
possibilities. This is while Javadi Amoli does not say anything
regarding this word. Evidently, he considers its meaning to be
obvious.

4. In the esoteric interpretation of the aforementioned verses, Javadi
Amoli considers the two seas to mean Imam Ali and Lady Fatimah
(peace be upon them) and the pearl and coral to refer to Imam Hasan
and Husayn (peace be upon them) who have come from these seas.
However, though Alusi cites a narration with multiple chains of
documentation that give such a meaning, he does not accept it and
regards it as a strange meaning and Sufi interpretation.

Conclusion

A comparative study of the views of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and Alusi shows
that despite some differences, these two exegetes share common views as well
regaiding the exoteric exegesis of “he mixed the two seas” and “the pearl” and
“thetcoral” in verses 19-22 of the Chapter of al-Rahman. However, regarding
the esoteric exegesis of the verses, based on narrations, Javadi Amoli considers
the word bajrain (two seas) to refer to the two endless seas of divine teachings,
that is, Imam Ali and Lady Fatimah (peace be upon them), barzakh (barrier) to
indicate the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and his household) being the
channel of God’s grace, and [u lu’ (the pearl) and marjan (the coral) to refer to
their children, that is, Imam Hasan and Husayn (peace be upon them). However,
Alusi does not accept this esoteric exegesis, though he acknowledges that the
position of Imam Ali and Lady Fatimah (peace be upon them) is much higher
than these analogies. This is while many narrations corroborate this esoteric
interpretation in Shiite and Sunni sources and this interpretation has been
accepted by many scholars of both denominations.
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