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Abstract

Interpreters have proposed three meanings for the letter ‘/lam’ in the phrase “wa lagad dhara’na
li-jahannam” (And certainly We have created for hell; 7: 179): goal, outcome, and secondary goal.
This is while theological perspectives have played a role in determining each of these meanings..
Fakhr Razi interprets ‘/am’ as meaning “goal,” drawing on the deterministic view of the Ash‘arites
in his interpretation of the verse. Ayatollah Jawadi Amoli interprets ‘/am’ as meaning “outcome”
and incorporates the “Amrun baynal-amrayn” (a middle course between two extremes)
perspective of the Shiite Twelver school in his exegesis. As mentioned, the literary analyses
provided are based on the theological approaches of these two exegetes. This study conducts a
comparative examination of Fakhr Razi and Jawadi Amoli’s views on the meaning of ‘/am’ in the
aforementioned verse. To arrive at the correct meaning of ‘lam’, the study first explores the views
of the exegetes on other verses related to the purpose of creation. It then analyzes the approaches
of Fakhr Razi and Jawadi Amoli. Based on this research, the meaning of “outcome” for ‘/am’ in verse
179 of the al-A‘raaf Chapter is found to be correct.

Keywords: Verse 179 of al-A‘'raaf, meanings of the letter ‘/lam’, the purpose of creation

* Received :2024 February 25 ;Received in revised from: 2024 July 12 ;Accepted :2024 July 28; Published online: 2024 November 20

Cite this article: Rafiei, H., & Habibi, M. (2024). Comparison of the Meaning of the Letter ‘Lam’ in
Verse 179 of the al-A‘raaf Chapter from the Perspectives of Fakhr Razi and Jawadi Amoli. Comparative
Interpretation Research, 10(2), 249-269. https://doi.org/10.22091/ptt.2024.10449.2314

Publisher: University of Qom © The Author(s)



mailto:hossein.rafiei2005@gmail.com
mailto:hossein.rafiei2005@gmail.com
mailto:Mohsenhabibi212@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22091/ptt.2024.10449.2314
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-7314-2060
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6542-7660

2 | Copp ara nppppaawoa Resaarhh, 2024, Vol. 10, No. 1

Introduction
The meanings of letters in the Arabic language play a significant role in understanding the
concept of a sentence. The difference in the understanding of belief-related verses in the
Quran often leads to theological disagreements. The letter ‘lam’before “Jahannam” in
“wa laqad dhara’na li-jahannam” (And certainly We have created for hell; 7: 179) is one
of those letters that has caused divergent interpretations of the verse and, consequently,
differing theological views. Fakhr Razi has interpreted this ‘/Gm’ as meaning “goal,” while
in contrast, Jawadi Amoli has chosen “outcome” as its meaning. The selection of these
meanings by both exegetes is rooted in their respective theological inclinations.
Fakhr Razi’s View on the Meaning of ‘Lam’
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (1420 AH) interpreted the ‘/am’ in question as meaning “goal” (vol.
15, p. 408). He then established the Ash‘arite perspective on the creation of humanity
upon this foundation. The Ash‘arites view human creation as deterministic. According to
them, if God creates someone for Paradise, they will inevitably enter Paradise, and their
damnation is impossible. Similarly, a person created for Hell is compelled to commit sins
and will never enter Paradise. By choosing the meaning of “goal,” Fakhr Razi understood
the verse to refer to those whose creation is intended for Hell, and their salvation is
impossible. In interpreting this verse, he also took into account five objections raised by
the Mu‘tazilites. Among these, the most significant objection was the inconsistency of this
verse’s meaning with other verses in the Quran. Fakhr Razi did not resolve this
contradiction but instead referenced two verses that aligned with his own viewpoint.
Several other commentators, in agreement with Fakhr Razi, have explained the verse in a
similar manner, interpreting the ‘/lam’ as meaning “goal” (for example, see Tabari, 1991,
vol. 9, p. 89; Ibn Abi Hatim, 1998, vol. 5, p. 1621; Samargandi, 1995, vol. 1, p. 568;
Maturidi, 2005, vol. 5, p. 94).
Jawadi Amoli’s View on the Meaning of ‘lam’ in the Verse
Jawadi Amoli (1392 SH) interpreted the ‘lam’ in this verse as meaning “outcome.” This
choice of meaning is based on the “Amr Baynal-Amrayn” (a middle course between two
extremes) perspective in the verse. However, since the Mu‘tazilites also selected this
meaning for ‘/[Gm’, he also pointed out the differences between the Shiite and Mu‘tazilite
viewpoints. Additionally, in light of Allamah Tabatabai’s interpretation of this verse, in
which he chooses the meaning of “secondary goal” for ‘lam’, Jawadi Amoli emphasized
the common basis of their views but noted that he considered this interpretation as
lacking literary support (vol. 31, pp. 222-246).
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The meaning of “outcome” in this context focuses the verse on a part of human life where
an individual acts independently and bears the consequences of their actions. This
interpretation does not eliminate divine agency from human life, preventing a belief like
that of the Mu‘tazilites. At the same time, it does not extend divine agency to the extent
that it leads to the determinism of the Ash‘arites. Therefore, by selecting this meaning, a
suitable foundation for the application of the “Amr Baynal-Amrayn” concept is provided
in the verse.
Conclusion
In the interpretation of verse 179 of the al-A‘raaf Chapter, Fakhr Razi chose the meaning
of “goal” for the ‘lam’, a choice that has led to numerous issues. Jawadi Amoli, on the
other hand, interpreted the ‘/Gm’ as meaning “outcome.” In the continuation of his
interpretation, he discusses the historical background of the disagreement in determining
the meaning of ‘/am’ in this verse and justifies the meaning of “outcome” based on the
exegesis of the “Quran through the Quran” method. Furthermore, in other verses on the
same subject, he explained the Twelver Shiite approach in a way that did not create any
conflict with this interpretation. This interpretation, with the points outlined, is superior
to the “secondary goal” meaning suggested by Allamah Tabatabai because it can be
scientifically proven independent of the theological perspective of the Shiites.
Additionally, the commonality between Jawadi Amoli and the Mu'tazilites in selecting the
meaning of “outcome” does not lead him to adopt a delegative (tafwidhi) approach.
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