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Abstract

Purpose: Due to the digital revolution and increasing development of ICTs, and the
entrance of national as well as international organizations to such an arena, the foundation of
transparency is formed through virtual environments including organizational websites. As a
result of the importance of this subject, i.e. transparency, and also, the undeniable role of human
rights international organizations, the present research aims to explain and evaluate the
transparency status of websites at these organizations.

Methodology: To do this, firstly, the research population consisting of 11 human rights
international organizations was selected. A questionnaire revolving around 3 main dimensions
(access to information, contribution to/engagement in decision making, and access to outputs)
was developed and utilized, and then, the gathered data were analyzed.

Findings: Based on the analysis of collected data, UNESCO (with 100 percent coverage of
transparency items) and HRWF (with 40 percent coverage of transparency items) were the best
and the worst performers, respectively.

1. The present study was taken from: Nouripour, Masoumeh (2020). Evaluating the state of
transparency of human rights international organizations’ websites. M.A. Thesis. Supervisor:
Akram Tajik, Consulting Advisor: Alireza Isfandyari-Moghaddam, Department of International
Law, Islamic Azad University, Azadshahr Branch.

Received: 2020/12/19 ; Accepted: 2020/09/08

Nouripour, Masoumeh; Tajik, Akram; Isfandyari-Moghaddam, Alireza (2021). A Case Study on the State
of Transparency of Human Rights International Organizations’ Websites: A Step towards Good
Governance. Sciences and Techniques of Information Management, 7(4).

DOI: 10.22091/stim.2021.6383.1502

© the authors / Publisher: University of Qom



\f’“f.)l:“.cjcfg@c‘/w\,ac&b)\b‘g&iﬁhdﬂjrﬁ

\\#

Jr-oe'wobwns//:dny/

Moreover, the three organizations “International Labor Organization”, "World Health
Organization”, and "United Nations Children's Fund" (joint second rank with 97.5 percent
coverage of transparency items), “Civil Rights Defenders" (third rank with 92.5 percent
coverage of transparency items), "Anti-Slavery International” (fourth rank with 90 percent
coverage of transparency items), "United Nations" (fifth rank with 87.5 percent coverage of
transparency items), FIAN (sixth rank with 75 percent coverage of transparency items),
"Amnesty International” (seventh rank with 72.5 percent coverage of transparency items), and
"Center for Economic and Social Rights" (eighth rank with 67.5 percent coverage of
transparency items) were identified.

Conclusion: Finally, the overall performance of the international organizations of human
rights was evaluated as acceptable. Regardless of the current situation, in line with much more
performance and so better transparency, some recommendations revolving around the three
main dimensions (i.e., access to information, contribution to/engagement in decision making,
and access to outputs) were emphasized.

Keywords: Information Technology, Information Management, Transparency, Websites,
Good Governance, International Organizations, Human Rights.
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1. Good governance

2. Transparency

3. The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)
4. Agili & Isfandyari-Moghaddam

5. Ball

6. Pasquier & Villeneuve
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1. Bonsén & et al.

2. International Transparency Organization [TRANCPARENCY INTERNATIONAL]
(https://www.transparency.org/en/)

3. Lowatcharin and Menifield

4. UNDP (United Nations Development Programme)

5. UNDP, Anti-corruption, final version, practice note, UNDP press, 2004, accessible at:
http://www.undp-aciac.org/publications/finances/anticor/undp-atiO4e.pdf [accessed 18 November
2020].
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. Access to information

. General or public

. Basic or primary

. Financial

. Human resources or personnels

. Contribution to/engagement in decision making
. Observers

. Face validity

. Content validity
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