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Abstract

Studying the narrative structure of the plot based on the agency of action
is a common approach used by structuralist analytical systems when deal-
ing with various texts. Within this framework, the present research aims
to investigate the comparative application of Greimas’s actantial model to
the narrative structure of the novel The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salin-
ger and the play The Pilgrim by Hamid Amjad by assuming a parallelism
between their narrative structures. This assumption holds despite the ap-
parent formal, temporal, and spatial differences in the realization of these
works. Accordingly, the theoretical framework of this study relies on Grei-
mas’s actantial model, which facilitates achieving the research objectives.
It is a model that transitions from the diversity of tangible, surface-level
elements to specific structures situated in the profound depth of the text,
which bears meaning.

The primary goal of this study, aside from reading the two selected sam-
ples through Greimas’s actantial model, is to identify the similarities in their
narrative foundations despite their distinct forms and worlds. The method
adopted in this study is descriptive-analytical, with the necessary data for
evaluating each sample derived through textual examination and compara-
tive findings. Evidence indicates that, despite differences in the components
forming the plot in both works, the mode of employing narrative actants re-
veals similarities between the studied texts. Based on Greimas’s six compo-
nents of actantial participation, the actants in both primary models influence
the progression of their respective narratives. Through this comparison, the
research achieves a standard narrative trajectory encompassing key actants,
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including the teacher character in The Catcher in the Rye, whose actions
parallel the character of Qotb in The Pilgrim, or the societal role as an op-
posing factor in both works. Furthermore, the fundamental shared actantial
proposition in both texts is the portrayal of a human striving towards their
goal against societal expectations, with a desire for salvation and liberation,
ultimately achieving their objective not through compulsion but choice.

Keywords: Comparative study, Actantial model, Action, The Pilgrim (Amjad),
Catcher in the Rye (Salinger)
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