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Abstract

Urban riots are violent, sudden, and economically willing-based protests that
are usually based on occupying urban spaces as the main context of
demonstrations. The urban spatial spaces including the consumption spaces,
the power spaces, and the network spaces are both instruments and goals of
urban riots. Current research tried to analyze the spatial aspects of the
greatest urban rebellions that have occurred in post-Islamic revolutionary
Iran and it has done in 2024. The research data is the secondary historical
documents and the research method is the Boolean technique. The results of
the Boolean matrix indicate that when the cause of grievance is struggling
for urban settlements and the logic of protest activism is vandalism solely,
the domain of urban uprising will be local. if dissatisfaction ignoring their
cause, is exaggerated through the network interaction spaces and the
Carnivalian activism is widespread in addition to vandalistic actions, the
domain of urban riot will be expanded at the national level.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Urban rebellions are sudden protests that cause a spatial-temporal pause in
everyday life. When urban rebellions occur, meanings of urban spaces
change; spaces that before rebellions were appertained to the state and its
power, will become spaces for definition new discourses and the space and
power. Urban rebellions are protests that are defined through three
components including violence, participation of the labor class, and being
sudden and their main goal is to redefine the urban space and regain it. In
post-revolutionary Iran, there were varied urban rebellions in both local and
national contexts, during that time their number increased especially at the
national level. This research aimed to study the urban aspects of urban
rebellions that happened in the last 4 decades in Iran. So, the main questions
are; 1) what are the main reasons for the urban riots in post-revolutionary
Iran? 2) how urban spaces have been conquered by rebellions? 3) what is the
role of urban spaces in uprisings or the result of urban riots?

2. Literature Review

According to Henri Lefebvre (1991), the hegemony of space is based on 3
different opponents; 1) Spatial Practice 2) Representation of Space 3)
Representational Spaces. In the end, the readability of space is the result of a
combination of those opponents. The concept of the right to the city is
related to the right to change those three aspects.

Gilbert and Dicek (2008) the right to the city is a social demand to
participate in the production and reproduction of social relations and the
power in the city. As David Harvey (2000) mentioned, capitalism imposes
its power on citizens through consumption patterns according to the
separation of the citizens in geographical regions that causes the
reproduction of the hegemony of capitalism. Shepard (2008) believes that
space and Territoriality are the cause and result of the redefinition of spatial
hegemony. According to mentioned explanations, a type of urban space is
the power and resistance space.

Edward Soja (2000) asserts that urban spaces are the result of the
combination of consumption-production relations and Mark Jane (2006)
explains that urban spaces are based on the polarization between an upper
class that occupies the modern spaces and the poor that is limited to
ghettoes. Manuel Castells (1977) explains that the urban poor try to occupy
the modern urban regions through urban riots. As Ted Robert Gurr (2010)
claims riots are the signs of relative deprivation among poor citizens. So, the
ownership and consumption spaces are another type of urban space.
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Wilopo and Dijkema (2024) believe that a part of new urban uprisings
occurs in virtual space parallel to objective space. As Edward Soja (2000)
claims current cities are network cities. Taylor and Spicer (2007) assert that
urban spaces have three different roles: 1) they are the physical context of
protests. 2) they make the power objective. 3) they make a context for
participation of citizens. Halverson (2017) believes that cyberspace and real
space, reproduce together through urban riots. So, a type of urban space is a
network and interaction space.

3. Methodology

The research method is historical analysis and the technique is Boolean
technique because this technique provides a beneficial context to compare
different types of urban riots. In this method, the presence of elements that
have been defined by researchers are shown by 1 and their absence is shown
by 0. The data is secondary historical resources that are related to the topic.

4. Discussion

Two urban riots were related to the consumption and production spaces. The
first one was riots of residents of urban ghettos of Mashhad city against the
state policies to deconstruction their illegal settlements. The second one was
a riot in the Saveh region the poor citizens protested against the increasing
cost of oil, its effects on the public transportation fee, and the lack of public
services. Those rebels aimed to regain the consumption and production of
urban spaces. In those riots, protesters tried to occupy the street to capture
power while there is no sign of network and international spaces. The riots in
Isfahan City since 2001 and Khuzestan in 2021 were environmental
rebellions which was related to the redefinition of the consumption and
production spaces especially urban public services like water because the
lack of urban natural resources has limited the production abilities of urban
farmers. Whoever in environmental urban uprisings networks, interaction
spaces were engaged but after the beginning of the riots, their role has been
used.

In 2018 after increasing the cost of some groceries because of
decreasing the public state subsidy and in 2019 after raising the cost of petrol
two urban uprisings occurred whoever they were national riots and
rebellions struggled to regain the urban power to redefine the consumption
and production spaces. In those recent riots, at first, dissatisfactions were
expanded in network and interaction spaces and then continued to the street.
The rebellions tried to make their resistance actions by carnivalizing the
urban space to capture the power of the city.
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5. Conclusion

The results of the research indicate that if the aim of urban riots is because of
urban settlements and the protest Tanique is vandalism against the public
estates or if the cause of the riot is public services solely, the riot will occur
at the local level.

If powerful network and interaction spaces take shape and rebels try to
protest through Canavalia actions, a riot will occur at the national level.

In total, urban spaces have roles in two-level,

1) Power spaces were the context for riots, which were occupied by
protesters to become resistance spaces. This process has been accelerated by
networks and interaction.

2) Struggles to redefine consumption and ownership spaces were the main
reason for riots among citizens, which were illustrated in the form of urban
riots.

In conclusion, the network and interaction spaces expanded the domain of
riots at the national level.

Keywords: Urban Riots, Urban Spaces, Boolean Technique, Vandalistic
Activism, Carnivalian Activism
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