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Extended abstract

The origin of creating literary and artistic work is imagination. In the
matter of understanding imagination, there are different fields that have
been presented by thinkers from the East and West. Among them, Gilbert
Durand’s scientific method, which is based on the anthropological structure
of the power of imagination and the mind’s reactions to death and the passage
of time, was chosen. Gilbert Durand, influenced by Eastern philosophy and
mysticism, Iranian wisdom, and Shi’ite teachings, considers a higher position
for imagination compared to the Western viewpoint (which sees imagination
as a real or illusory representation of objects).

The Eastern Iranian perspective also has roots in mysticism and wisdom,
and the origin of their beliefs lies in the belief in the afterlife, life after death,
martyrdom, and being killed in the way of the homeland. One of the human
mind’s concerns is the fear of death and the desire for immortality. This
has been addressed by various religions, including monotheistic religions,
throughout history. According to Islam, a person begins a new life after death.
Islam recognizes martyrdom as the best type of death, a conscious death in
which the person sacrifices his life for a sacred goal and gets rewarded by the
enjoyment of mercy and blessings in the presence of God.

The Eastern viewpoint has caused Iranian painters’ approach to the subject of
war and martyrdom to be different from the approach of Western artists who
have faced world wars. Considering that war brings violence, destruction,
insecurity, and death, European painters have depicted these unpleasant
scenes. While the Iranian artist’s approach to this subject shows the event’s
connection to the supernatural and the promise of a higher realm for those
killed in war. Imagination in the production of an artistic work is the formation
of images in the mind that manifest externally through the interaction of

1. MA'in Painting, Faculty of Art, Soore International University, Tehran, Iran.
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2. Assistant Professor, Department of Visual Communication, Faculty of Art, Soore International
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information received from the external environment with the individual’s
personality traits and inner beliefs. Like the production of a art work.

This article aims to examine the production of artistic work by a contemporary
Iranian painter, which is the result of his experience during the eight years
of the Iran-lrag War and his external perceptions of the environment, such as
occupation, bombing, displacement, and the steadfastness of young people
to the point of death and ultimately their Kkilling, as well as his internal
mental reserves that encompass his religious beliefs and convictions, such
as martyrdom, based on the perspective of Gilbert Durand’s imagination
(reactions to death). It also seeks to answer the question of how to interpret
the artist’s struggle between death and immortality in a painting with a
martyrdom theme and analyze the heroic and compensatory reactions of their
imagination?

This research is descriptive-analytical and based on a qualitative research
method. For the interpretation of imagination in works with themes of
martyrdom and death in war, a case study of the works of Kazem Chalipa, an
artist from the Iran-Iraq War era in the 1980s, was selected. One example of
Kazem Chalipa’s paintings from the artists of that era was considered. The
reason for this selection is the presence of common visual elements seen in
most of their works, which have a more prominent presence in the painting
“Isaar (sacrifice).” The theoretical framework of this research is based on
images resulting from human imagination, classified into two Diurnal (daily)
and Nocturnal (nightly) Regimes of Imagination, based on human reactions
to death and the fear of it. The textual data is collected through documentary
and library methods.

In addition to being influenced by Henri Corbin and his teacher Gaston
Bachelard (whose views are rooted in the ideas of Avicenna, Sohrewardi,
Mulla Sadra, and Ibn Arabi), Gilbert Durand is also influenced by Jung’s
ideas. In his view, the passage of time and death play an important role in
imagination. The feeling of hopelessness, anxiety, and fear resulting from it,
and in contrast, the reaction of imagination to rebel against death or to control
it to achieve immortality, is the basis for categorization. He has divided
imagination into two Diurnal and Nocturnal Regimes.

The Diurnal Regimes have two negative and positive valuations. It is a
contradictory regime for achieving transcendence, ascent, light, immortality,
and reaching superhuman conditions. This regime has a heroic structure.
While the Nocturnal Regimes have a compensatory reaction, and unlike
the Diurnal Regimes, it is not contradictory, heroic, or superhuman. Here,
the fear of death is lessened but not eliminated. The Nocturnal Regimes
have the negative valuation forms of the Diurnal Regimes but in a milder
way. The Schizomorphic or Heroic structure of the Diurnal Regimes
includes four substructures called: 1. idealization and autistic withdrawal
2. separation 3. exaggerated geometry, symmetrry, Exaggeration of space
and objects 4. polemical antithesis. And the Nocturnal Regimes have two
structures: Mystical (antiphrastic) and Synthetic (dramatic). Each of which
has four substructures. The mystical structure includes four substructures
including: 1. perseveration, 2. adhesive viscosity, 3. sensorial realism and
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4. miniaturization. The synthetic as well has four substructures including:
1. coincidentia oppositorum, 2. dialectic of antagonists, 3. historicizing, 4.
partial (cycle) or total progressivism.

Since this research aims to understand the classified structure of imagination
in Kazem Chalipa’s work based on his reaction to the subject of death and
martyrdom, first, the structure of Gilbert Durand’s imagination is described,
and then the visual elements used by Chalipa are discussed within the
framework of the two Diurnal and Nocturnal Regimes of Imagination. Kazem
Chalipa is a painter and university professor who lived during the war and has
paintings related to this subject. He also was influenced by the coffee-house
paintings of his father, Hassan Esmailzadeh, and most of the themes of his
works are religious, epic, and about faith. His painting “Isaar (sacrifice)” was
painted in 1981, exactly during the war. The findings confirm that the pillars
of imagination, inner desires, and beliefs such as values, religious beliefs,
attitudes towards death, the higher realm, and martyrdom are linked with
external data such as coffee-house paintings, miniatures, Tazieh ceremonies.
This integration is necessary for the formation of mental images that are
consciously and unconsciously manifested in Kazem Chalipa’s works, and
the painting “Isaar (sacrifice)” is the manifestation of this type of imagination.
The analysis of the visual elements of “Isaar (sacrifice)” using the structure
of Durand’s system of imagination indicates that the work includes the four
substructures of the Heroic Diurnal Regimes. Regarding the Nocturnal
Regimes (mitigating the fear of death), it also contains all four substructures
of the two mystical and synthetic structures. Although the fetus placement in
the heart of the flower is an example of the miniaturization structure, it does
not belong to this structure due to the large size of the flower compared to the
whole work. Reference to the concept of the savior in the images of Imam
Hussein, the birth, the coming of a son, and the man heading to the battlefield,
and the use of images of martyrdom, rebirth, the resurrection of bodies, and a
higher world indicated by a hand, all convey the message that death exists but
it is not the end of the road, and a new beginning follows it. This alleviation
exemplifies the structure of the Nocturnal Regimes of Gilbert Durand’s
Imagination. The painter’s tendency towards the structure of the Nocturnal
Regimes of Imagination is much greater than the structure of the Diurnal
Regimes. From the substructures of the synthetic or dramatic structure, the
structures of “historicizing” and “partial (cycle) or total progressivism *
have a more prominent presence than other Nocturnal Regimes structures.
The findings of this analysis can be generalized to other works of Kazem
Chalipa’s contemporary artists during the Iran-Iraq War.
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