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Abstract: The Iranian garden creates a complex system of spatial

perception for its visitors through its structure. The organized layout of
natural and man-made elements in Iranian garden spaces is one of the
essential components in forming a distinct mental image for the audience.
The fundamental premise of this study is to examine the impact of the
structure of Mahan Shahzadeh Garden, as a representative of Iranian
gardens, which possesses various spatial sequences on audience perception
as they move through the garden. This analysis was conducted by
identifying the garden’s spatial sequences and evaluating these sequences
based on the assessment of the audience's mental image. For this purpose, a
research method involving text content analysis was employed for collecting
theoretical data, along with a case study method using a questionnaire. Data
were gathered from a statistical population of 30 visitors to Mahan
Shahzadeh Garden, and statistical analysis was performed using SPSS
software. The critique in this study is criterion-oriented, focusing on both
quantitative and theoretical aspects as the basis for critical analysis. The
results indicate that the different sequences within this garden, in relation to
its structure, create shared mental images among visitors. Notably, over 50%
of respondents indicated a positive response to dynamic components
resulting from the garden’s geometry, the hierarchy of passageways leading
to the main palace, and the pauses created that evoke emotional movement.
In conclusion, the study found that Shahzadeh Mahan Garden is a successful
example of creating a sense of pause and engaging other senses, both in
terms of physical and semantic motion.
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