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Abstract: Given that the development of children begins in schools, the

design of these institutions must meet the diverse expectations, needs, and
activities of students. The configuration of school spaces should primarily
undergo a functional process rather than being based solely on theoretical
considerations. This research aims to explain the pattern language of
spatial features in high schools and identify classification criteria for these
patterns. Despite their varied objectives and heterogeneous establishment
patterns, many high schools in Tabriz do not meet the necessary criteria
for providing adequate educational facilities. Therefore, this study seeks to
explore the spatial features of high schools in Tabriz. To address the
research questions, a mixed-method approach combining quantitative and
qualitative methods was adopted. In the first step, the spatial features of
educational buildings were analyzed across different scales—from macro
(city level) to micro (quality of interior spaces). Subsequently, quantitative
methods were employed, including field studies and classified sampling
based on demographics and gender within the high schools of the city.
Finally, using logical reasoning, the qualitative results obtained from the
previous steps—aimed at explaining the pattern language of spatial
features in Tabriz high schools—are presented. The findings indicate that
the spatial features of Tabriz high schools comprise two main patterns:
physical and functional-behavioral, which can be examined at various
scales and levels. Three characteristics of the pattern language—
“community,”’[“scale/hierarchy,” and ‘“‘compatibility/continuity”—are
identifiable within the spatial features of Tabriz high schools.
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