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Abstract: Tombs have been one of the most striking monuments in Iran

for a long time. Constructing a tomb serves as a method to commemorate
religious leaders, authorities, scholars, poets, and others. Beyond their
primary function of burial, these monuments are significant elements in
architecture. Currently, designing a tomb is an important issue that requires
more comprehensive analysis, especially due to the lack of adequate
knowledge regarding the essential tenets of constructing such monuments.
The main goal of this article is to review the relevant theoretical frameworks
related to tombs and to elaborate on their characteristics from geographical
and historical perspectives. The result of this research will be a set of
principles related to tomb design, which will be implemented in the redesign
of Saadi's tomb in Shiraz. The theoretical framework of the article includes:
the definition of a tomb, principles of these memorial buildings, cultures and
ceremonies associated with visiting these sites, and the history of burial
rituals in relation to these monuments. The methodology is related to the
typology of meanings, functions, and physical aspects of these tombs. The
vastness of Iran has led to various types of tomb architecture, deeply
influenced by its historical and cultural context. In each historical period,
burial practices and mausoleums have been shaped by the prevailing beliefs
and traditions of the people, resulting in unique features. Climatic,
geographical, and morphological characteristics of a region also
significantly affect the spatial form of the tomb. The typologies are
considered and analyzed based on the personality of the individual for
whom the tomb is built. In other words, Saadi's personal, social, historical,
and scholarly attributes can influence his memorial tomb, which should
reflect his personality and magnum opus, as well as the temporal features of
his life (llkhanid period) and the geographical aspects of his living site
(Shiraz). The methodology of the research is based on qualitative research
methods that are both descriptive and analytical. In the descriptive section,
we explore written references, while in the analytical section, we utilize field
studies and observations to analyze the main ideas. Consequently, the
results of this research can be beneficial for researchers and designers in
exploring the design processes and principles for tomb construction.
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