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Abstract: A method for studying the historical development of

architectural styles from a structuralist perspective involves examining them
through theories that explore this category in relation to living structures.
These theories are based on the assumption that the inherent qualities of
living structures positively influence people's perceptions, providing a solid
foundation for such studies. Consequently, investigating the history of
architectural buildings in terms of their adaptability to concepts such as
immortality, vitality, and human expectations of architecture becomes
feasible. This approach also allows for a stylistic analysis of the evolution of
architectural styles while focusing solely on the body and structure of the
buildings, excluding other influencing factors. The theory of living
structures, proposed by Salingrus in 2006, is one such framework that
generalizes thermodynamic rules governing natural structures to
architectural contexts through comparative studies. The purpose of the
present study is to investigate the evolution of Iranian architectural styles
based on Salingrus's theory, aiming to present an evolutionary history of
buildings from the perspective of their "lives." For this analysis, samples
were selected from Iranian monumental buildings recorded in the
UNESCO World Heritage List and the lIranian National Heritage List.
These monuments are regarded as exemplary representations of Iranian
architecture. Using a structuralist approach and comparative methods, these
samples were analyzed formally and structurally, allowing for the
determination of their change and development over time. The study reveals
that Iranian architectural styles, particularly the Khorasani, Razi, and
Tehrani styles in the post-Islamic period, have experienced a decline in
terms of life structure and development processes compared to other styles.
This decline appears to be linked to the simplification of structural designs,
and its rate is lower than the decline observed in the modern architectural
era within the evolution of Western architecture.
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