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Abstract: This article explores the role of urban dwellers in shaping

contemporary Iranian cities, where the concept of citizenship has yet to
materialize as a practical belief—neither among ruling authorities nor
within the broader social context. Both macro- and micro-level urban laws
and policies have proven insufficient in addressing critical issues such as
social justice, urban poverty, and conflict mitigation. In the absence of
participatory governance and citizen-centered urban management,
localized conflicts over land tenure persist in cities across developing
nations like Iran, undermining the socio-economic and physical fabric of
the urban environment The study highlights the role of profit-driven urban
dwellers and vested interest groups in circumventing regulations, thereby
intensifying tensions and urban instability during crises such as war,
economic sanctions, and natural disasters. In democratic, citizen-oriented
societies, continuous efforts are made to mitigate such behaviors by
fostering civic participation and implementing accountable urban
management. Utilizing a reflective analysis approach, this study draws
upon expert opinions, statistical data, academic literature, andithe author’s
documented experiences to demonstrate that, in crisis-ridden societies
with unstable urban management systems and powerful beneficiary
institutions, urban residents often engage in practices that reinforce
unequal resource distribution—particularly the inequitable allocation of
land ownership within the informal economy. These dynamics exacerbate
urban poverty and contribute to functional inefficiency, fragmented
townscapes, environmental degradation, property insecurity for the poor,
and the spread of dysfunctional and malformed urban forms from their
inception.
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