Journal of Safe City
Online ISSN: 2676-556X

Journal Homepage: www.ispdrc.ir

Research Paper

Investigating the Role of Social Capital by Emphasizing Women's Activism in

Renovating Inefficient Urban Textures (Case Study: District 13 of Tehran)

Hossein Hataminezhad 2, Seyyed Abbas Rajaei °, Hossein Mansourian ¢, Reza Imani ¢

a * Assistant Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Geography, University of

Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

b Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Geography, University of

Tehran, Tehran, lran.

c.Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Geography, University of

Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

d. PhD Student, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Geography, University of

ARTICLE INFO

Keywords:

Social capital,
Inefficient texture,
Women's activism.

Received:

26 September 2024
Received in revised
form:

12 January 2025
Accepted:

28 January 2025

pp. 98 - 111

Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

https://doi.org/10.22034/ispdrc.2025.2042082.1136

ABSTRACT

Iran has experienced significant changes in the course of modernization,
so the homogenous texture of the society has been disrupted and new
groups and classes have been created. Women are one of these groups
whose traditional social base has undergone significant changes during
modernization.

The primary purpose of this study was to analyze the relationship
between social capital and women's activism and to identify effective
structures in the role of women in social capital and their activism in the
inefficient and worn-out urban textures of District 13 of Tehran.

The present study is qualitative and descriptive-analytical. It used
descriptive data obtained from interviews with women living in worn-
out textures of the study area and data obtained from a library study.
The present study was conducted based on interviews with women who
have lived in District 13 for at least one year or more and answered the
questions of the questionnaire using the purposeful sampling method.
Due to the non-normality of the variables, Spearman's correlation
coefficient was used using SPSS 18 software to test the hypotheses.

The results obtained from the questions revealed that the subject of
women in the space of inefficient urban textures is not much different
from the general space of the city, and the social order in the real space
has regenerated power in the space of inefficient textures.

Women have been removed, rejected, and denied both internally and
externally due to suppressive mechanisms in this space. The existence
of the community of women in these textures is suppressed in the urban
space.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Iran's big cities have undergone significant
changes during modernization. Following the
social, cultural, economic, and political
developments of the country, the rapid growth
of the urban population and the inability to
provide services and housing have led to the
horizontal expansion of the city and neglected
the historical and old textures of the centers of
big cities. Also, the homogenous texture of the
society changed and new groups and classes
were created in the process of modernization.
Women are one of the groups whose social
base was transformed during modernization.
Nowadays, the concept of social capital has
gained special importance given the primary
elements of social capital such as participation,
trust, solidarity, and social awareness, and the
importance of these elements in the process of
urban renovation. Since women make up more
than half of the population of these textures,
improving the condition of worn-out textures
based on their participation, providing justice-
oriented goals, better meeting the needs of the
residents, empowering and taking
responsibility, and improving the mental
health of the residents, especially women,
increase belonging to residence place,
improving social security, improving the
environment, and generally improving the
quality of life of the residents of these textures
have provided the conditions for sustainable
urban development. Thus, the present study
aims to explain the role of social capital by
emphasizing women's activism in the
renovation of inefficient urban textures.

Methodology

The present study is applied regarding its aim
and descriptive-correlational and causal
regarding the method of the study. The
statistical population of this study included all
the residents of the worn-out textures of
District 13 of Tehran. The questionnaire was
used as a tool in this study. The standardized
questionnaire of the American Social Capital
Association and the women's activism
guestionnaire were used to measure the social
capital components. The social capital
questionnaire was used to investigate the
dimensions of relational capital, cognitive
capital, and structural capital, and the women's
activism  questionnaire  measures  the
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dimensions of social responsibility, belonging
to the community, self-efficacy, and practical
responsibility. In this study, two methods of
face and content validity and construct validity
using confirmatory factor analysis were used
to measure the validity of the measurement
tool. Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to
determine the reliability of the questionnaire.
It was found that the study questionnaire has
good reliability and validity. Also, SPSS 18,
LISREL, and AMOS 18 software was used to
analyze the obtained data.

Results and discussion

The present study investigated the relationship
between social capital and its dimensions and
women's activism in the worn-out textures of
District 13 of Tehran. The results indicate a
significant relationship between social capital
and women's activism (0.520). Also, the
intensity of the relationship between cognitive
capital, relational capital, and structural capital
and women's activism is 0.371, 0.497, and
0.448, respectively, indicating a direct and
significant  relationship ~ between  the
components of social capital and the variable
of women's activism. The results of analyzing
the output of Amos software revealed that the
correlation between social capital and women's
activism is 0.63, indicating the effect of social
capital on women's activism. The output
values of Amos software indicated that the
experimental data correspond to the observed
data and show the model fit with the
theoretical foundations of social capital and
women's activism.

Conclusion

The present study aims to investigate the
relationship  between social capital and
women's activism in the renovation of the
worn-out texture of District 13 of Tehran. The
dimensions of social capital, including
cognitive capital, relational capital, and
cognitive capital, and their effect on women's
activism in these textures were investigated.
The results revealed a significant relationship
between social capital and women's activism
in the worn-out textures of District 13 of
Tehran. The results suggest that social capital
plays a vital role in increasing women's
activism in renovating worn-out textures in the
district. The results of the questionnaire
generally indicate a relationship between
social capital and its components and the



indicators of women's activism. The existence
of a relationship between social capital and
women's activism (63%) suggests that we
should improve the practical responsibility,
sense of social belonging, social responsibility,
and belief in women's self-efficacy to increase
women's activism in worn-out textures. This
will help us eliminate the primary factor
involved in the slowness of the renovation
processes of worn-out urban textures, which is
the lack of preparation by the residents. since
lack of information and mistrust of the
residents of these textures leads to non-
participation  and  resistance in  the
implementation  of  projects.  However,
believing in the social capital of these textures,
and knowing the attitudes of the members of
the target society leads to the participation of
people and the formulation and
implementation of renovation programs in
them. Based on sociological theories such as
the theory of disorder, alienation, and
powerlessness affect the process and level of
social capital and social participation. Hence,
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to increase the participation of members of
society in the inefficient urban textures,
especially women, the primary barriers to
participation must be identified. Thus, the
fields of women's activism should be
improved through participation and social
cohesion.
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